Wilderness Link
San Gorgonio Wilderness Association
August 2014

Calendar of Events
Calendar
of events
Events
These
are the major
of

the year. For more information about
these
activities,
or of
to sign
Theseand
areother
the major
events
up
events
to information about
theforyear.
Forgo
more
www.sangorgoniowilderness.org.
these and other activities, or to sign
up for events go to
February
www.sangorgoniowilderness.org.
8 Cucamonga Wilderness training
25 SGWA board meeting
27 Banff Mountain Film Festival
March
August
1 2 Banff
Mountain
Festival
Thurman
FlatsFilm
cleanup
15
theFestival
Trainers
16 Train
Forest
25
Directors elections
26 Board
Boardofmeeting
29
Awareness
Day
30 LNT
Volunteer
potluck
April
31 Last ranger talk
5 Trail boss training
12 Ranger talk training
29
Board meeting
September
May
3 50th anniversary Wilderness Act
36 Whispering
Pines
cleanup
Thurman Flats
cleanup
17
training
day
6 Volunteer
Momyer Kiosk
Installation
24
13 Trail
Fishpatrols,
Festivalranger talks begin
June
27 Walk for Wilderness
730Thurman
Flats cleanup
Board meeting
14 or 21 INFRA training
July
October
54 Thurman
cleanup
Last trailFlats
patrols
57 Birthday
Radical Bash
Reels
4-5
11 Ranger
Awardstalks
lunch
28 Board Meeting
August
2 Thurman Flats cleanup
16
Forest Festival
November
30
potluck Appreciation
TBAVolunteer
USFS Volunteer
31
ranger
talk
25 Last
Board
Meeting
September
3December
50th anniversary Wilderness Act
13 Christmas Party

Preserving
the Future:

Volume 2, Issue 3

Preserving the Future:
The Wilderness Act Turns 50
Generations of Southern
Californians have challenged the
rugged slopes of Mt. San Gorgonio,
delighted in the thrill of ski-touring
in the backcountry, or found peace
in the solitude of an alpine meadow.
Without the Wilderness Act,
which President Lyndon B. Johnson
signed into law on Sept. 3, 1964,
none of those experiences would be
possible today.
“The Wilderness Act is a
monument to civilization, a
recognition that we have reached a
point as the most dominant species
on the planet where we need to
look at more than our personal interest,” said Jarome Wilson, SGWA
president. “Today, millions of people enjoy the wilderness who were not
born when the act was passed. This is the generation of people the
authors of the act were looking to preserve the wilderness for.”
The 58,969-acre San Gorgonio Wilderness is one of the original
wilderness areas included in the act. But without the efforts of
conservationists committed to protecting the pristine forest below Mt.
San Gorgonio from commercial ski development, this wilderness would
not exist today as a refuge from modern life.
Commercial ski interests were lobbying the U.S. Forest Service as early
as 1942 to open what was then the San Gorgonio Primitive Area to
development. Hearings in 1947 resulted in a Forest Service decision that
“the highest and best use” of the area was for it to remain a wilderness.
As the Wilderness Act made its way through four years of hearings in
the early 1960s – surviving opposition from farming, lumber, oil and
mining interests – commercial ski interests lobbied to develop 3,500
acres of the proposed San Gorgonio Wilderness with lifts and parking for
5,000 cars.

See Act on page 5

Information Kiosk Installation Sept. 6 at Momyer Trailhead
Volunteers from SGWA and Urban Conservation
Corps, and U.S. Forest Service personnel will
complete installation of a wilderness information
kiosk at the Momyer Trailhead on Sept. 6 in an event
that will celebrate the 50th anniversary of the
Wilderness Act and the legacy of wilderness
advocate Joe Momyer.
Installation will begin at 9 a.m., with completion
estimated by 11 a.m. A brief ceremony will follow
with comments from San Bernardino National Forest
officials, SGWA Executive Director Val Silva, and
Harry Krueper, one of two remaining members of
Defenders of the San Gorgonio Wilderness.
Joe Momyer, Defenders president, Krueper, and
other Defenders fought to protect the San Gorgonio
Wilderness from development in the 1960s and
lobbied for inclusion of the primitive area in the
Wilderness Act of 1964. The act was signed into law
Sept. 3, 1964.

The kiosk will include information about the San
Gorgonio Wilderness, its history, and its importance
as watershed for downstream communities and a
place for visitors seeking respite and renewal from
modern life.
The Momyer Trailhead parking lot, located in
Forest Falls on Valley of the Falls Boulevard,
approximately 3 miles from the junction with
Highway 38.
The San Gorgonio Wilderness is one of the
original wilderness areas created by the 1964
legislation. It receives approximately 200,000 visitors
each year, one of the most heavily used wilderness
areas in the country.
The kiosk project was made possible by a grant
from the National Wilderness Stewardship Alliance,
working to build a community of wilderness
stewards across America.

Gifts to the San Gorgonio Wilderness Association help support our efforts to preserve the wilderness and the
planned for this year.
forest surrounding it. We are thankful for these supporters whose generosity makes it possible for us to further
our mission to serve, protect and educate. If you would like to make a gift in memory of a loved one or to honor
someone special please contact our office at (909) 382-2906, or visit our website at sgwa.org. Gifts may be mailed
to: San Gorgonio Wilderness Association, 34701 Mill Creek Rd. , Mentone, CA 92359
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Hard Work by Volunteers
Means Happy Trails for Hikers
Sawing downed trees by hand. Pruning overgrown
brush. Building rock water bars.
For SGWA volunteers who work to maintain more
than 100 miles of trail in and around the San
Gorgonio Wilderness, weekends don’t get any better
than this.
“There’s a lot of camaraderie, and we have a good
time,” said Bob Williams, the chief trail boss who
organizes trail maintenance projects for SGWA.
“There’s a lot of satisfaction in the feedback we get
from the public.”
With Forest Service budgets squeezed ever
tighter, SGWA volunteers have performed nearly all
trail maintenance in the San Gorgonio Wilderness for
many years.
Last year the association also began helping to
maintain trails in the San Bernardino National Forest
portion of the Cucamonga Wilderness.
Trail crews tackle a variety of tasks in one-day and
overnight projects, ranging from the removal of
dead trees blocking trails and repairing damage to
switchbacks to building water bars and brushing –
removing overgrown brush from alongside trails.
Projects are prioritized based on field reports
from volunteers patrolling trails.
“It’s all about making the trails safer and easier to
travel,” Williams said. “Maintaining the trails also
minimizes impact on the wilderness. For example,
when a tree blocks a trail, if it’s too big hikers go
around it, and that can erode the trail.”
In 2013 more than 30 volunteers completed nine
projects and removed 107 trees obstructing trails.
The number of trail volunteers has grown to more
than 40, and 17 trail bosses have been trained to
lead work crews, who tackle projects at least once a
month.
Several crews of teens and young adults from the
Urban Conservation Corps, led by SGWA trail bosses,
have helped this year as well, brushing trails and
building water bars.
“Probably the most challenging thing we do is
cutting the larger trees blocking trails,” Williams
said. “That’s quite a chore when you’re using crosscut saws.” Power tools, including chain saws, are not
permitted in the wilderness.

A trail crew tackles one of several downed trees above
High Creek camp in these before and after photos.
Photos courtesy of John Flippin

Part of the allure of trail work is the tools used,
Williams said. For example, both the McLeod – a
heavy rake – and the Pulaski – a grubbing tool – are
used in fighting wildland fires. SGWA volunteers use
them to repair trail tread and cleaning up debris left
after the removal of downed trees. Two-man crosscut saws require coordination, and sawyer
certification. Those certifications determine how
large a tree a volunteer may cut.
“The feedback we get from the public is
rewarding,” Williams said. “We’re setting an
example for the adults we see, and their kids. It’s fun
to try to recruit them. Working on the trails also is a
good way to involve new volunteers and keep them
coming back. It is a needed and worthwhile activity.”

Leave No Trace
By Bob Hazelton
Some people have asked me why we
have trails in the San Gorgonio
Wilderness if it is supposed to be
protected.
The answer is that we have trails and
designated camping areas so that any
impact from hiking and camping is
concentrated in places we can work to
maintain. It is better to have a few welldesigned trails than many poorly chosen
paths.
When using a trail please stay between
the edges. Walk through puddles instead
of around them to avoid widening the
trail (your boots can handle a little mud).
Please do not cut switchbacks. It really
isn’t easier and the scrapes that are made
lead to trail erosion and damage.
Staying on the trails is also safer than
going off trail. I have never seen a search
and rescue report that included the
phrase, “I stayed on the trail and got
lost.”
Where you put your tent is very
important because camping places
actually get the most use. Think about
how much time you spend walking
around camp for visiting, cooking,
relaxing, and entering and exiting your
tent.
Designated camp areas in the San
Gorgonio Wilderness try to offer enough
space for solitude, are located away from
trails and water sources, and are limited
in size to keep the effects confined.
When leaving camp please take some
time to pick up any trash that might have
been dropped or left by other hikers.
Make sure the space is clean, attractive,
and appealing to other campers who
follow.
There's more to this principle and you
can learn about it at
https://lnt.org/learn/principle-2 .
C'ya on the mountain!

Volunteer Profile:
Bob Williams
Bob Williams was 10 years
old the first time he hiked into
the San Gorgonio Wilderness.
The trip was memorable, both
for the spin casting lessons he
received at Dollar Lake – which
has no fish – and for the lifelong
love of wilderness it inspired.

“I started volunteering
because I wanted to give back,”
he said. “I enjoy trail
maintenance because I see it as
a needed activity to keep the

“It was a calming experience,
away from cars, away from
most people, and it was
pleasant hiking,” he recalled of
that 1955 trip. “It was a real
pleasant time.”
A semi-retired property loss
prevention inspector, Williams
shared his love of wilderness
with his family and as a Scout
master over the years.
His wife, Katherine, a retired
teacher, is an SGWA volunteer.
Their son, now a resident of
Denver, “developed a real
enjoyment of the wilderness” as
a child and now is trying to
climb as many 14,000-foot
peaks in Colorado as he can.
When Williams joined SGWA
11 years ago he began as a trail
patrol volunteer.
He started working on trail
maintenance projects six years
ago, and for the past three
years has served as the chief
trail boss.
In that capacity he organizes
trail maintenance projects,
trains trail bosses, and
coordinates safety training for
trail volunteers.

Bob Williams has served as chief
trail boss for SGWA for three
years, coordinating maintenance
projects in the San Gorgonio and
Cucamonga wilderness areas.

trails clear. The Forest Service
doesn’t have the staff, so most
of it wouldn’t get done without
SGWA.”
When Williams hiked to
Dollar Lake as a 10-year-old, it
was nine years before the
Wilderness Act became law.
The San Gorgonio Wilderness
has changed little in that time,
he said.
“The trails haven’t changed
at all,” Williams said. “It was
primitive then, and it’s stayed
primitive.”

A Battle for a
Mountain
The late Alice Krueper, a founder of
Defenders of the San Gorgonio
Wilderness, compiled this timeline.

1931 – San Gorgonio Primitive
Area established
1942 – First notable attempt to
open the SG Primitive Area to
development. Denied
1947 – USFS says best use of
SGPA is as wilderness
1956 – SG becomes a Wild Area
1962 – Defenders of San
Gorgonio Wilderness organizes
1963 – U.S. Senate approves
Wilderness Act, includes the
area around Mt. San Gorgonio
1964 – Congress holds public
hearings. Amendment added to
remove 3,500 acres from the
SGW for a ski development.
Defenders lobby to remove it.
House removes amendment
Sept. 3, 1964 – President
Johnson signs the bill into law.
1965, ’67, ‘71 – More ski
developments proposed.
Defenders successfully oppose.

Act, continued from page 1
That 1962
proposal died, but
the persistence of
various ski interests
to develop the core
of the wilderness
was so concerning
that conservationists in the San
Bernardino Valley
formed Defenders of
the Wilderness to
formalize their efforts Hikers prepare to enter the San Gorgonio Wild Area.
to protect the area.
Among the original members of the Defenders were Alice and Harry
Krueper, San Bernardino residents who hiked and skied in the wild area.
The couple hosted many gatherings in their home as they prepared
petitions and mailers, and organized opposition to numerous commercial
ski developments proposed in the heart of the wilderness.
“It occupied everything,” said Harry Krueper. “We started with a group
of five in our backyard. It was impressive. Joe Momyer went to
Washington to lobby for the Wilderness Act. Ansel Adams and Harry
James were part of our advisory board. We were successful in helping to
persuade Congress to pass the Wilderness Act in 1964 and protect the
San Gorgonio and other wildernesses for generations to come.”
Ron Krueper said he remembers his mother “always reading the
newspaper, watching for the next threat, even after the Wilderness Act
passed.” Alice Krueper died in 1996.
The challenge for the future, he said, is “getting children to understand
the need to protect this, otherwise it will be loved to death.”

Act,
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Jarome Wilson
The soft gray hump of San Gorgonio stands as a
sentinel over much of Southern California. I can view
it from my office window in Corona, where it
beckons me to step away from my computer and go
where my phone cannot interrupt my reverie. I see it
looming through my windshield as I brave the chaos
of others of my species who believe they are rushing
to do something critical and important. It has stood
vigil over every major milestone in my life.
Locals called the mountain “Old Greyback” in the
1800s, and this remains an unofficial name for San
Gorgonio. Few who use the name today know the
origins of it. A “greyback” is an old nickname for the
body louse. This parasite diverged from the head lice

about 100,000 years ago. The
body louse’s shape consists of
a large smooth hump, and our
San Gorgonio profile does have
a resemblance.
In some ways the resemblance to the body louse
is more than just appearance. Those of us who gaze
longingly at San Gorgonio from the lowlands clearly
have an infestation of sorts. Those who fought so
fiercely in the summer of 1964 to advance the
Wilderness Act were also infested with a need to
preserve something primitive.
How ironic our species is. The more advanced we
become the more we crave the primitive. The birds
have an instinctual need to migrate. Perhaps we also
have an instinctual need to return to our origins.

Director’s Desk
Val Silva
Summer is upon us and volunteers are working
very hard to keep up with the influx of visitors to the
San Gorgonio Wilderness and surrounding areas.
Visitor programs at the Heart Bar Campground
and Greyback Amphitheater have been garnering
the largest crowds ever, testimony to the great
presenters. Local flora and fauna, how to hike with
kids, “Hug a Tree,” and “Taking the Bigfoot
Challenge” are among the great programs offered.
Getting kids involved on their visit by learning
what’s around them and how to leave the area
without a trace is one of the most memorable
experiences they will have. Many will remember
these programs when they are adults and hopefully
bring their children to enjoy the outdoors.
Trail patrols have encountered over 32,000
visitors “in” the wilderness, assisting with
information about water and what to expect on
trails. Trail workers have had many trail projects,
removing 180 trees and repairing two miles of trails.
.
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Serve
Protect
Educate

Volunteers have picked up 186
bags of trash, and destroyed 130
fire rings.
SGWA has held clean-up days
at Thurman Flats Picnic Area on
the first Saturday of each month
since June. This is a public event,
and participants are treated to a Smokey Bear visit
and refreshments. Big Falls Picnic Area volunteers
have talked to over 23,000 visitors, picked up 90
bags of trash, and driven off several bears.
Volunteers are playing an important role at the
Mill Creek Ranger Station, enabling the public access
to the station six days per week. Volunteers issue
permits and answer phones.
Let’s not forget the pretty gem, Barton Flats
Visitor Center. Volunteers keep the center open four
days per week. Visitors obtain permits and other
information about the area.
Visitors to the San Gorgonio area are greeted by
volunteers each time they visit. SGWA receives many
comments of support thanking us for trail work,
programs, and information. SGWA is proud to offer
the services we do to preserve the wilderness and
surrounding areas for the next 50 years.

