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SGWA Celebrates 25 Years of
Protecting the Wilderness
By Bettye Miller
The San
Gorgonio
Wilderness
Association
celebrated its
25th anniversary
as a nonprofit,
volunteer
organization on
Dec. 5. For more
than a quarter of
of an early SGWA board are (seated) Alice Krueper,
a century SGWA Members
John Flippin, (standing, from left) Jim Fuller, Val Silva, Jim Sirick,
has partnered
Phebe Baty, Dana Klass, Dorothy Fotheringham, Linda Rodick
with the U.S.
(president), Pat Peters and Jan Gudgel.
Forest Service to protect and maintain natural resources in and around
the San Gorgonio Wilderness. In that time both the U.S. Department of
the Interior and U.S. Forest Service have recognized SGWA as one of the
nation’s premier conservation and wilderness organizations.
See Anniversary on page 3

Dan Scott: Rescue on San Gorgonio Mountain
By John Flippin
Late on Sunday afternoon, Sept. 27, SGWA volunteer Dan Scott was
back to High Creek Camp for his third night on patrol. It had been a great
patrol weekend so far – pretty routine encounters with a lot of people
enjoying the mountain, some good time with long-time veteran patrol
volunteer Bob Wheeler on Saturday, and Dan’s son Todd had spent a
couple days with him before having to leave the mountain early Sunday.
Now it was time to spend one more beautiful night on the mountain
before heading home Monday morning.
Then a backpacker came up the trail into camp with a troubling report:
A hiker farther down was rushing to the trailhead because his sister had
severely injured herself. Her friend and other hikers were with her a mile
See Rescue on page 4

Board of Directors Elects New Officers for 2016
The SGWA Board of Directors elected officers for
2016 at its November meeting. They are Jean
Rogers, president; Bettye Miller, vice president; Dee
McCoy, secretary; and Teddi Boston, treasurer.
Congratulations to the 2016 officers.
And a big thank you to Ted Schofield and Bob
Hazelton for their exemplary service as president
and vice president, respectively. Both are longtime

SGWA volunteers, who have contributed
significantly to the growth and continued success of
the organization.
Elections for members of the board of directors
will be held at the March meeting. If you’d like to
nominate yourself or someone else, please contact
the Nominating Committee at sgwa@earthlink.net.

Gifts to the San Gorgonio Wilderness Association help support our efforts to preserve the wilderness and the forest surrounding it. We
are thankful for these supporters whose generosity makes it possible for us to further our mission to serve, protect and educate. If you
would like to make a gift in memory of a loved one or to honor someone special please contact our office at (909) 382-2906, or visit our
website at sgwa.org. Gifts may be mailed to: San Gorgonio Wilderness Association, 34701 Mill Creek Rd., Mentone, CA 92359
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Anniversary
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Alice and Harry Krueper of Defenders of San
Gorgonio Wilderness were instrumental in forming
and supporting the SGWA, which incorporated as a
public-benefit nonprofit organization on Dec. 5,
1990. The Defenders and other environmental
groups were successful in persuading Congress to
pass the Wilderness Act in 1964, protecting the San
Gorgonio and other wildernesses for generations to
come. Forest Service volunteers and SGWA founding
directors were James Bolson, John Flippin, Dana
Floyd, Dorothy Fotheringham, David Hallet, Alice
Krueper, Linda Roddick, Val Silva, and Dale Silvernail.
“The SGWA is very important because it gives all
of us a means of serving the public and protecting
the wilderness, thereby paying forward to many
generations of wilderness lovers who will in turn be
essential in caring for that wilderness and her
visitors,” said John Flippin, who served as the
organization’s executive director for 15 years. “I
hope I can continue to be a part of the SGWA family
for another 30 years.”
Current SGWA Executive Director Val Silva has
served on the board most of the years since
incorporation, including a few years as president.
She and her husband, Danny, coordinated
equestrian volunteers and managed Camp Tulake.
“I began volunteering because I loved the
mountains and enjoyed exploring different areas,”
she said. “It was interesting to talk to other volunteers who were so knowledge-able about the
mountains and I learned why and how to protect the
area and share my enthusiasm with the public.”
SGWA has grown from an organization that did
only wilderness trail patrols and trail maintenance to
providing interpretive services at Greyback Amphitheater, Barton Flats Visitor Center, Horse Meadows,
Big Falls and Mill Creek front desk, she said.
The organization is often held up as the example
of what a volunteer group can achieve with the
support of a confident local Forest Service

supervisor, added Ted Schofield, a longtime
volunteer and board president.
Among the honors SGWA has received for its
efforts to protect the wilderness and educate the
public are: the Helen Glenny Award from Earth Share
of California (the premier environmental fundraising
organization in California), for outstanding and
exemplary service; Take Pride in America National
Award from the U.S. Department of the Interior, for
its partnership with the U.S. Forest Service to protect
and enhance the San Bernardino National Forest;
and the Aldo Leopold Award for Overall Wilderness
Stewardship Program (External) from the U.S. Forest
Service, for its partnership with the Forest Service to
recruit, train, administer and support volunteers.
Schofield, who joined SGWA in 1994 after retiring
from the U.S. Air Force, said he began volunteering
because he enjoyed hiking. “It was always a love of
mine so I joined thinking I would always be able to
find a hiking partner. I thought SGWA was a hiking
club,” he said. “It didn't take me long to realize
SGWA was so much more.”
He began working on trail crews, which initially
were restricted to brushing and tread repair.
“We worked with the seasonal trail crews.
Eventually our crosscut-saw-certified trail bosses
were allowed to supervise volunteers on tree
removal,” he recalled. “Over the years, SGWA
developed its own, independent crews and eventually took over all trail maintenance in the wilderness. Other volunteer groups are always amazed
that our crews are autonomous and schedule our
own activities reporting the results to the USFS.
Most volunteer stewardship groups work with direct
USFS supervision and perform projects directed by
their local USFS coordinators.”
Volunteering creates a kinship spirit between
everyone, Silva said. “We have a mutual interest and
goal, everyone brings their own special skills to the
job, and that is why SGWA flourishes each year.”

Rescue
Continued from page 1

or so above High Creek Camp. Dan gathered
everything he and the injured woman might need –
full first aid kit, emergency blanket, extra warm
clothing for himself and others, 4½ quarts of water,
and extra radio batteries. Dan headed up the
mountain at a fast pace about 5:30 p.m.
After about a mile and a half, around 6:30 p.m., at
the saddle above the switchbacks, Dan reached the
injured woman and others with her. Becky
Jorgenson had fallen and cut her knee open from top
to bottom, exposing her bone. Dan assisted in
butterfly bandaging the wound and covering it with
gauze, tape, and an ace bandage.
There was no way she would be able to walk down
the mountain, so Dan made a medical emergency
call to San Bernardino National Forest Dispatch.
The backpackers who came upon Becky and her
friend agreed to stay with the injured woman
overnight since it was quickly becoming too dark for
a helicopter cable lift. Dan assisted them in setting
up three tents and making Becky comfortable while
they cooked a hot dinner for all with the extra water
Dan carried up.
Meanwhile, Dispatch agreed that it would be best
for Becky to remain there overnight and relayed all
the information provided by Dan to the sheriff.
Deputy 4Paul5 then contacted Dan directly for more
information.
Within a half-hour a medical-aid chopper did a
reconnaissance fly-by and communicated via
megaphone with Dan to ensure that was the injured
woman’s location, that all would be OK for the night,
and to let Dan know that rescue extraction efforts
would begin at 7 a.m.
Dan headed back down to High Creek Camp about
10 p.m. He arose at 5 a.m. after a restless night, and

Rescue crews hoist Becky Jorgenson into a helicopter.

Dan Scott came to the rescue when Becky Jorgenson was
injured on a hike above High Creek Camp.

was back on the ridge with the others by 6:30 a.m.
He began communicating with dispatch and the
sheriff at 7 a.m. About 8:30 a.m. the sound of the
chopper could be heard closing in and the sheriff
asked Dan to signal the chopper when they got close
– Dan’s red vest was perfect for that.
Soon the medical technician was lowered on a
cable, got an update from Dan, talked with Becky,
strapped her in a harness at the end of the cable,
and had her hoisted on up to the chopper.
Dan thanked the med tech as they shook hands.
The med tech hooked himself to the cable, and up
he went. The chopper headed to the hospital while
the hikers and Dan breathed sighs of relief and
began packing things up after a long night and busy
morning.
This was a rescue well done through great team
work. It was also a great job by Dan Scott in
supervising the situation on the ground, assuring all
that everything was under control, communicating
well with dispatch and the sheriff, and making sure
that everyone was safe and reasonably comfortable
until the rescue could be completed.
Dan emphasized that perhaps the most important
piece of equipment he had was the radio with
several extra batteries – a true life-line in times of
emergency.
Everyone was fortunate that volunteer Dan, like so
many SGWA volunteers, was in the right place at the
right time, and was well-prepared. Becky, who is
recovering well, later said to Dan, “I had a great
experience, even if I was injured – great people and
beautiful views. Thank you again, couldn’t have
accomplished such a successful rescue without you.”

Volunteer Profile
John Flippin

By Bettye Miller
Southern California’s forests have held a special
appeal for John Flippin since childhood. After a 20year career in the Air Force, he began volunteering
with the Forest Service in 1987, before SGWA was
founded, doing overnight patrols in the wilderness
twice a month.
“There were about 50 volunteers back then
supported by Dave Hood, volunteer coordinator for
the Forest Service, and Bob Shuker, the wilderness
manager. In 1987 we opened the Barton Flats Visitor
Center that had been closed for budget cuts for
several years.” His carpentry skills were put to use
building visitor counters at Barton Flats and Mill
Creek Ranger Station. Last year he helped build the
Momyer Trailhead kiosk as part of the 50th
anniversary celebration of the Wilderness Act, and
he will help construct trailhead bulletin boards to
replace those destroyed by the Lake Fire.
In 1989 John was one of nine people – including
the late Alice Krueper (from Defenders of San
Gorgonio Wilderness), Val Silva, and Linda Roddick –
who began the process of forming SGWA. The
organization was incorporated on Dec. 5, 1990.
Over the next few years John served as the SGWA
treasurer, continued overnight patrols, volunteered
occasionally at Barton Flats, and started doing trail

maintenance with
Forest Service trail
crews – first
cutting logs off
the trail under the
direction of
Audrey Scranton,
who was with the
Forest Service
then and is a
volunteer now.
When continuing
budget cuts eliminated the Forest Service volunteer
coordinator position just before training day in 1993,
John was asked to organize the training and
coordinate volunteer activities that summer. That
temporary assignment led to his appointment as
SGWA’s executive director, a position he held until
winter 2008.
“I’m lucky to be part of the wonderful SGWA
family,” he said. “A strong magnet to remaining a
volunteer has always been the people, the
volunteers and Forest Service people I get to work
with and the wonderful people we all serve.
“SGWA is important because people are important
and the wilderness is important to people. I think
most of us agree that getting out in nature helps to
maintain and improve our mental, physical, and
spiritual health. That makes our volunteers
wonderful health-care providers who encourage,
help, and enable people to get out there in the
forest and deep into the wilderness in a more
enjoyable, enlightened, and safer way.”

Legislature Honors SGWA

SGWA President Ted Schofield displays the California
Legislature resolution.

The California Legislature honored SGWA in
November with a resolution celebrating 25 years of
service. Initiated by State Sen. Mike Morrell, 23rd
Senate District, and Assembly Member Jay
Obermolte, 33rd Assembly District, the resolution
highlights SGWA’s many achievements and its
service to the environment and people of California.
Joint Member Resolution No. 559 states:
“Resolved by Senator Mike Morrell and Assembly
Member Jay Obermolte, that the San Gorgonio
Wilderness Association be commended on the
celebration of its 25th anniversary and for the vital
role it plays in preserving the beauty and integrity of
the San Gorgonio Wilderness and surrounding San
Bernardino National Forest, and extended best
wishes for continued success in the future.”

Director’s Desk
Val Silva

Seems like yesterday when SGWA was formed. I
remember the first training session I went to. It was
similar to the one we have each year, but with far
fewer volunteers. We had about 30 volunteers at
that time, and now over 150. The main focus was on
cutting logs with a crosscut saw, how to use the
radio, and how to interact with the public.
Everything was about patrolling in the wilderness.
Now SGWA provides many opportunities to help
the public enjoy the San Bernardino National Forest,
providing education and information to forest
visitors. We provide information about the trees,
wildlife, hiking trails, and trail conditions.
This year SGWA presented 25 interpretive
programs educating visitors about fire safety and
Leave No trace ethics to over 1,000 people.
Volunteers donated over 21,000 hours helping the
Forest Service to protect and maintain the forest,
and welcomed over 100,000 visitors to the forest.
Our volunteers provided trail work on over 100 miles
of wilderness trails – repairing trail tread, removing
over 200 trees and breaking up 178 illegal fire rings
so visitors could have a safer, more enjoyable hike.
More than 200 bags of trash were removed from the
Thurman Flats Picnic Area on the Saturday cleanups
each month, and over 150 bags from the Big Falls
picnic area. The Barton Flats Visitor Center greeted
5,900 visitors and Mill Creek front desk greeted over
30,000 visitors; Forest Falls volunteers greeted
23,000 visitors.
The Lake Fire in June 2015 changed some of the
volunteers’ jobs. Patrol volunteers manned
trailheads, giving information and talking about fire
hazards. Barton Flats, and Greyback Amphitheater
programs were closed for several weeks. As the
needs of the Forest Service and public changed,
SGWA changed with them and stepped in to help.
Change is not always good. I would love to see our
wilderness as it was, but we have adapted and will
adapt as the needs arise.
Wonder what we will be doing in the next 25
years. I’m sure it will be fun.

SGWA volunteers join the festivities at the San Bernardino
National Forest's annual volunteer recognition potluck on
Dec. 5. Below, Teddi Boston and Dan Scott join in the fun.
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These photos by SGWA volunteers Mike Garant and
Ted Schofield illustrate the devastation of the Lake
Fire and signs of rebirth in the San Gorgonio
Wilderness. Mike and Ted were part of a small group
who toured the South Fork and Aspen Grove trails
with Forest Service personnel Thanksgiving weekend.
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forest's cycle of life. Prior to the
As we come to the end of the year, it is normal to
reflect on the past 12 months and look forward to
what the New Year will bring.
The big event of the last year was the Lake Fire. It
burned over 31,000 acres, most of that in the wilderness. It kept our volunteers out of the wilderness for
more than a month and then restricted the areas we
could patrol to the south half of the wilderness.
As president, I was worried that we might lose a
significant number of our volunteers and the organization might founder. Thanks to the dedication of
the volunteers, the hard work of the SGWA staff who
redirected the association's efforts to the south side,
and senior volunteers who found numerous projects,
our volunteer service hours still totaled more than
21,000 hours. This is a tribute to the dedication of
the SGWA volunteers. We love the wilderness!
The New Year will bring new challenges. The
wilderness will begin to recover. The ash from the
fires will supply nutrients so there will be meadows
and wildflowers where last season dense forest
provided shade and an escape from the heat of the
lowlands. Many animals that need grazing
areas will increase if El Niño supplies the water we
hope will come. The cycle of life in the forest means
they will be followed by predators.
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Being a transplant from the East, when I began
patrolling the San G 21 years ago, I knew a lot about
the outdoors but very little about the local
environment. As I spent more time in the wilderness,
I instinctively knew when the forest was changing –
the way drought affected the trees versus the way
the bark beetle damaged them, how the chipmunks
increased or decreased based on winter storms, the
flow of the streams or the loss of reliable springs,
the way the sugar pine cones bent the branches.
Maybe those observations are something that
goes back to a different era, but it added a
dimension to my life that I found very comforting.
My life didn't depend on this as it might have a
couple of centuries ago, but I felt in tune with the
natural world.
The recovery from the Lake Fire offers everyone
who spends a lot of time in the wilderness a new
opportunity to observe and learn how nature works.
Next season the terrain will be very different! Our
jobs as volunteers will remain the same in many
ways. We will serve, protect and educate; but, we
will have to learn the new dangers so we can protect
the wilderness visitors, and it may take years to
repair the trails everyone relies on.
The local U.S. Forest Service leadership has been
adamant that they are counting on the volunteers of
SGWA to take the lead in once again making San
Gorgonio THE destination for those seeking a
primitive experience in Southern California. I hope
everyone is looking forward to the challenge.
Happy New Year!

