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Suiting up as Smokey Leaves
SGWA Volunteers Smiling
By Bettye Miller
Huddled together in the Greyback
Amphitheater, three Frenchmen waited
for the star of the ranger talk – Smokey
Bear.
As the beloved symbol of the U.S.
Forest Service ambled into the
amphitheater, paws waving, dozens of
children – and the Frenchmen – flocked
to Smokey’s side for photos. The
children slowly returned to sit with
their families, but one of the
Frenchmen stayed behind. “He loves
Smokey,” one of his friends
explained.
So do hundreds of visitors to the
See Smokey Bear on page 3

Smokey Bear poses for photos
with a participant at a Thurman
Flats Cleanup Day.

Banff Mountain Film Festival Returns March 4-5
River-running in China, speed-climbing The Nose on Yosemite’s El
Capitán, and skiing the third-highest peak in North America – in Mexico –
are among the short films featured in the Banff Mountain Film Festival
World Tour that screens Friday, March 4, and Saturday, March 5, at the
Fox Event Center, 123 Cajon St., Redlands.
Hosted by the San Gorgonio Wilderness Association (SGWA), the
festival features two separate programs of films. Showtime for both days
is 7 p.m. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $15 for each day and may be
purchased online at sgwa.org or at the door. Online ticket sales will end
at 3 p.m. on Wednesday, March 2. The film festival has sold out in the
past, so advance purchase of tickets is recommended.
The Banff Mountain Film Festival is an international film competition
focusing on mountain culture. It began in 1976 and is held in November
in Banff, Alberta, Canada. At the conclusion of the film festival a number
of films are selected to go on tour.
See Banff Film Festival on page 2

Banff Film Festival
Continued from page 1

Hosting the festival helps SGWA fund a number
of programs and recruit new volunteers. SGWA
operates the Barton Flats Visitor Center and
interpretive sites in Horse Meadows and the Big Falls
picnic area in Forest Falls. SGWA volunteers issue
wilderness permits, sell Adventure Passes, and
provide foot and equestrian patrols in the San
Gorgonio Wilderness as volunteers for the U.S.
Forest Service. SGWA volunteers also maintain
wilderness trails in the San Gorgonio Wilderness,
and provide trail maintenance and trail patrols in the
Cucamonga Wilderness.

© Scene from “Unbranded” by Fin & fur Films. Used with
permission from the Banff Mountain Film Festival.

Gifts to the San Gorgonio Wilderness Association help support our efforts to preserve the wilderness and the forest surrounding it. We
are thankful for these supporters whose generosity makes it possible for us to further our mission to serve, protect and educate. If you
would like to make a gift in memory of a loved one or to honor someone special please contact our office at (909) 382-2906, or visit our
website at sgwa.org. Gifts may be mailed to: San Gorgonio Wilderness Association, 34701 Mill Creek Rd., Mentone, CA 92359
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Smokey Bear
Continued from page 1

Barton Flats ranger talks and other activities
presented by the San Gorgonio Wilderness
Association.
For SGWA volunteers who don the official Smokey
Bear suit, the experience is rewarding.
“Smokey is probably the third-most-recognizable
character in the U.S, behind Santa Claus and Mickey
Mouse,” said Vic Rousso, who has appeared as
Smokey since he joined SGWA in 2012. “Most kids
are fairly excited. Some are very enthusiastic and
just want to hug Smokey. They don’t want to let go.”
Volunteer Scott Adams said one of the reasons he
joined SGWA six years ago was to rekindle the
Smokey Bear program.
“It’s a very effective bridge between the
wilderness and the community,” he said.
Adams attended a Forest Service training class for
volunteers who will appear as Smokey. The class is a
good way to learn about the importance of the
Smokey Bear program, he said.
Smokey is a well-traveled
bear, appearing at ranger talks,
the Forest Festival and Fish
Festival, Leave No Trace talks,
Thurman Flats cleanup days,
Redlands Market Night, and
special events.
A handler always
accompanies
volunteers during
Vic Rousso
their Smokey appearances to
guide them safely and explain
to forest visitors why Smokey can’t talk to them.
“He’s a bear,” Rousso said.
Handlers often volunteer to take family photos
with Smokey as well. “If everyone is in the picture
the family has a nice Christmas card,” he added.
Wearing the Smokey Bear suit isn’t terribly
comfortable. Even with a fan in the head and an
icepack vest, the costume is hot. Federal guidelines
say that volunteers shouldn’t wear the suit for more
than 15 minutes at a time.
Despite the discomfort, “you know someone else
is enjoying it,” Rousso said.
Anyone who would like to volunteer to be Smokey Bear
this year should contact Val Silva. Vic Rousso and Scott
Adams are happy to share nuances/tips/experiences
with potential volunteers.
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Every SGWA volunteer should try being Smokey
Bear at least once, he believes.
“He’s such a beloved character,” Rousso said.
“Being Smokey Bear is one of the finest activities
that you can do as a member of SGWA. The best part
about being Smokey is that you always get a positive
response. Almost everybody waves. Parents
remember Smokey as a kid, and their kids enjoy him.
When I get a picture taken with a kid or a family,
almost all of the time I’m smiling.”

History of
Smokey Bear
The story of Smokey Bear
began in spring 1950 when a
fire swept through the
Capitan Mountains of New
Mexico. Firefighters spotted
a lonely cub who was badly
burned on his paws and hind legs. The cub was flown
to Santa Fe for treatment, and news of his rescue
made national headlines.
The New Mexico game warden offered the cub to
the Forest Service with the understanding that the
bear would be dedicated to a publicity program for
fire prevention and wildlife conservation. The bear
cub was sent to Washington, D.C., where he found a
home at the National Zoo and became the living
symbol of Smokey Bear.
Smokey died in 1976 and was returned to Capitan,
N.M., where he is buried in the State Historical Park.
In November 1951, the first Smokey Bear costume
was created for the Virginia Division of Forestry. By
1952, the Smokey Bear symbol was sufficiently
See Smokey History on page 4

Volunteer Profile
George Crusoe
By Bettye Miller
George Crusoe grew up camping, fishing and
hiking with his father in the Cueyamaca Mountains
near San Diego. He dreamed of becoming a forest
ranger, educating the public about the importance
of protecting the country’s natural resources.
Crusoe turned to education as a career, working as
a bilingual kindergarten teacher in the Riverside
Unified School District for 20 years, but realized his
dream as a volunteer ranger when he joined SGWA
in 2015.
He and Jared Baldridge were recognized in
October for their high level of participation during
their first year as volunteers.
Crusoe is a familiar face to visitors at the Big Falls
Recreation Area.
“I love working at Big Falls,” he said. “It allows me
to do some bouldering, hiking up the mountain and
educating the public all in one day! I even enjoy
assisting on some serious rescues. I have worked a
lot with the Forest Service, fire department and
search and rescue to help get some individuals down
from the Falls and the mountain as well.
“I also enjoy working the kiosk at the Falls because
you get to inform and educate the public when they
first come to this beautiful area.”
When he’s not greeting forest visitors at the Big
Falls kiosk, Crusoe patrols the picnic area, picking up
trash and pieces of broken sleds.
Crusoe also enjoys hiking the trail to Vivian Creek,
his favorite place in the San Gorgonio Wilderness.
“I love seeing all the green plants, different trees
and the wild animals,” he said. “I love to sit by the
water and listen to it move while I gaze at the beauty
around me. I also like to watch the chipmunks

scamper
on the
ground
and in
the
trees.
Where
there is
water,
there is
beautiful
wildlife
and you
can
watch it
unfold in
front of
your eyes at Vivian Creek if you’re patient and
quiet.”
Crusoe said his first year as a volunteer was more
than he could have dreamed of.
“There is never a dull moment. You always have to
be focused and ready to respond to anything,” he
said. “The SWGA contributes to the public by
educating them on their surroundings and the
possibility of what can happen to them if they are
not prepared for the unpredictability of the
mountain and Mother Nature. We also provide a
type of security for them if something doesn’t go as
planned, like a fall or someone getting lost in the
woods.
“We educate the public on the importance of
conservation and the preservation of our natural
resources for future generations. I love being a
member of a team of people who share my passion
for nature and Mother Earth.”

Smokey History
Continued from page 3
established to attract commercial interest. Smokey
was removed from the public domain and placed
under the control of the Secretary of Agriculture.
The Junior Forest Ranger program was also started in
1952 to encourage children to write to Smokey Bear
expressing their interest in fire prevention. By 1965,
the volume of mail for this activity was so high that

Smokey Bear received his own ZIP Code. Smokey's
message of "Only You Can Prevent Forest Fires" was
changed to "Only You Can Prevent Wildfires" in
2001. The term wildfire applies to any uncontrolled
outdoor fire.
‒ From USFS “Smokey Bear Guidelines

Director’s Desk
Val Silva

We have had much needed snow on the mountain
this winter. Hikers have been attempting the summit
and others are just enjoying the snowshoe and other
winter-gear usage. It’s hard when you buy all the
winter gear and don’t get winter for several years.
The front desk at Mill Creek warns hikers about
winter conditions. Most think no problem, it’s 70
degrees outside. Later they meet our volunteers and
admit they weren’t prepared. Despite the warm
temperatures, the snow is really cold and wet. This is
the season to wear real boots, not sneakers and trail
running shoes. Hypothermia is very possible and is
no joke.
The first rescue this winter were a couple and
their dog totally unprepared who ended up staying
the night on the summit. San Gorgonio Search and
Rescue airlifted them out, but one will surely lose a
few digits (not the dog).
SGWA held its winter patrol training in January,
the first time in four years we actually had snow. The
conditions were perfect and many volunteers got
experience with snowshoeing and ice axe arresting.
All talked about the special dangers of hiking and
camping in the snow and how to keep warm and be
safe. While many of the volunteers present had
experience, it was great to refresh their knowledge
and skills.
Let’s all hope for more snow!
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Nature Watch
By Sheila McMahon
Every living thing in the forest has
special adaptations to survive in its
special circumstances.
All plants need water, food and light.
In order to get these necessities they
must be far enough from other plants.
It’s fun to study each plant to discover
what its special ways of maintaining this
distance are.
Some have special pods. When they
dry, they explode and shoot their seeds
away. We are all familiar with the
dandelions that make their own
parachute to fly the seeds through the
air. The maples and pines also have
winged seeds to drift through the air.
Other plants lure animals to eat them
by surrounding the seed with a tasty
cover. The animal eats the seed and its
cover. As the seed passes through its
body it eliminates the seed already
surrounded by nutritious fertilizer.
Then there are plants that enclose
their seeds in a round fruit that rolls
away from the parent plant. An example
of this is an apple. The pine protects its
winged seed in a rounded core that
closes in a wet environment. Many times
you have helped grasses spread as you
have picked the prickly burs out of your
socks or animals’ fur.
Lastly, there is the amazing little
purple weed called the filaree. The seed
pops away from the mother plant and
actually screws its way into the ground
as it dampens and dries.
Next time you see a plant, study it and
see if you can learn how it has adapted
to move away from home and live on its
own. They are amazing!
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forest's cycle of life. Prior to the
This summer, we will have the honor of
volunteering within the newly designated Sand to
Snow National Monument area, which includes not
only our beloved San Gorgonio Wilderness area in its
entirety, but also stretches from the northwest end
of the San Bernardino National Forest eastward
through the Joshua Tree Wilderness. I must say that
our mission, to serve, protect and educate about the
San Gorgonio Wilderness, has finally become
irrevocable. The Sand to Snow National Monument
area is listed among 120 other national monuments
currently under federal protection.
A majority of the wilderness area will still be
closed when this summer begins. New growth will
continue to push through, and reward us all with a
different view of the forest, one that hasn’t been
seen in more than 100 years. The Forest Service has
mandated that the area is closed until July 1. They
will go through an after-burn review to determine
the safety of opening parts of the burn area prior to
the deadline date.
Meanwhile, we, as volunteers, still have SGWA
purposes to fulfill:

SGWA
San Gorgonio
Wilderness Association
34701 Mill Creek Road
Mentone, CA 92359
P: (909) 382-2906
F: (909) 794-1125
E: sgwa@earthlink.net
www.sgwa.org

Serve
Protect
Educate

Provide information about the natural,
historical, and archeological resources of
the forest.
 Increase visitor satisfaction by providing
information about protecting and
conserving the forest.
 Engage and assist in the maintenance,
protection, and promotion of the forest.
 Assist in recruiting, training and managing
volunteers.
 Provide, maintain, and operate facilities
that enable the general public to
experience, appreciate, understand, and
respect the forest.
 Support and conduct interpretive activities
and projects.
 Undertake activities necessary to raise
funds to support these purposes and
objectives.
I challenge all of our volunteers to “try out”
different SGWA activities. There are amazing
experiences to take advantage of in SGWA, and to
expand your volunteer experience and hours.
Working as Smokey Bear is now checked off of my
SGWA Bucket List. What’s in your bucket?
Thank you to every one of the volunteers for their
dedication to the San Gorgonio Wilderness
Association and its mission to serve, protect, and
educate.
See you on the mountain.

