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Wilderness Recovery Continues
On Nature’s Timetable
By Bob Hazelton
On June 17, 2015, at approximately 4
p.m. a fire broke out behind one of the
camps along Jenks Lake Road. Despite
the best efforts of the initial fire crew to
contain it, the fire rapidly grew into the
conflagration which became identified
as the “Lake Fire.”
The fire burned across the north side
of the mountain range and the San
Gorgonio Wilderness in the San
Bernardino National Forest. At the
height of it there were nearly 2,400
firefighters working in the air and on
the ground to limit the damage.
The Aspen Grove was showing
Unfortunately, it had been nearly 100
signs of recovery in November
2015..
years since a major fire had burned in
See Recovery on page 3

It’s a new season – Orientation Day is May 21
It’s that time of year again, when new and returning SGWA volunteers
gather to prepare for another season. Orientation Day.
The date is May 21, but the location has changed. Due to electrical
problems at Tulakes, we will be at Barton Flats Visitor Center on Highway
38, a quarter mile past Glass Road. Registration begins at 9 a.m.
On the agenda are opportunities to refresh your radio skills, learn
about interpretive programs, trail patrol and trail maintenance, and greet
old friends and welcome new volunteers. And food.
Coffee, soda and water will be provided. Chef Jim Sirick will provide
burgers and dogs. Veteran volunteers are asked to bring something for a
potluck –casseroles, salads, desserts, or paper plates or bottled water.
Please bring your signed volunteer application and other forms that
were emailed to you, first aid/CPR card, chair, hat, pen and jacket.
Be sure to RSVP via the calendar at www.sgwa.org, or email
sgwa@earthlink.net or call (760) 900-9734.

Need Equipment? Check out SGWA’s Gear Exchange
If your closet of hiking and other outdoor gear
needs thinning out, or you’re looking for gently used
equipment, check out SGWA’s Gear Exchange.
Located on the Internet at
http://padlet.com/gear/gearx , it is a place where
SGWA members and volunteers can buy, sell, trade
or donate unused or unneeded outdoor gear,
clothing and books.
The format of the exchange is set up much like an
old bulletin board where you tack up an index card
of what you have available. The postings have a
header, a text body, and space for a photo.
Complete instructions can be found in a post on
the site, and there is a “help” feature provided by

padlet. You have the option and control of creating,
editing, and deleting any or all of your posts/ads.
Please limit your ads to outdoor gear, clothing, and
books.
There is no fee or cost for users, but you may
donate any or all of your proceeds to SGWA, if you
wish. All posts will require approval and
moderation, with a turnaround time of 24 hours or
less.
For questions, concerns, comments, and feedback
contact site moderator Vic Rousso at
redbanks71@yahoo.com. To obtain the password,
contact the moderator or Val Silva,
sgwa@earthlink.com.

Gifts to the San Gorgonio Wilderness Association help support our efforts to preserve the wilderness and the forest surrounding it. We
are thankful for these supporters whose generosity makes it possible for us to further our mission to serve, protect and educate. If you
would like to make a gift in memory of a loved one or to honor someone special please contact our office at (909) 382-2906, or visit our
website at sgwa.org. Gifts may be mailed to: San Gorgonio Wilderness Association, 34701 Mill Creek Rd., Mentone, CA 92359
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Recovery
Continued from page 1

the area, and the accumulated dead trees, downed
limbs and undergrowth proved to be too much fuel.
The fire quickly grew and became a barely
manageable force of nature.
After 30 days the Lake Fire was 98% contained. All
the crews packed up. Trucks and planes returned to
their home stations. Many went on to fight other
fires, which burned many more acres throughout the
western portion of the country.
The Lake Fire consumed almost 32,000 acres or 50
square miles, roughly the size of the city of Anaheim.
Even while the ground was still hot and
smoldering, the evaluation and response efforts to
address what occurs after the fire were already
under way. The Burn Area Emergency Response
(BAER, pronounced “bear”) team members were
already hiking into the area to determine the extent
of the burn damage.
Part of their responsibility is to create a burn
severity map. This map designates the areas that are
severely burned vs the areas that are untouched by
the fire, and several gradations of damage between
these two extremes.
The burn severity map is where the first indications
of hope for recovery from the Lake Fire can be
found. As bad as the fire seemed from the pictures
and news reports, it did not devastate the whole
area. Yes, there are areas where the heat and flames

The Waterline Trail, before the Lake Fire and after. Photo
by Bob Hazelton

SGWA volunteers joined members of the Pacific Crest Trail
Association in clearing and repairing nearly 4 miles of the
PCT damaged by the Lake Fire. Photo by Rex Philpot

were so intense that they literally baked the life right
out of the ground. Those high burn severity areas
could take up to a decade to begin to support plants,
trees and wildlife.
Thankfully, the high severity areas are not the
majority and they are not contiguous.
Fire is fickle and unpredictable. It is influenced by
ground shape, weather conditions, distribution of
woody fuels available for consumption, and many
other factors. It ebbs and flows across the landscape
in a pattern that is nearly impossible to predict
during the fire, but recognizable to the trained eye
afterward.
The map shows the damage at a macro level, but
it isn’t until you are on the ground walking through
the area that you see the randomness of it all. Right
alongside areas of complete devastation are areas
that are almost untouched. In the midst of a stand of
trees with all their needles intact is a stump hole
which is all that’s left of a tree that burned with such
intensity that the fire consumed even the roots
underground. Standing on a point where it is
possible to view a large swath of the mountainside
you can see areas of black and green like some pinestriped tiger.
Those untouched patches of the landscape are
where the rest of the forest will be reborn and
rejuvenated. They are the wellspring of life which
will reseed the damaged areas and continue the
process of rejuvenation.
One area of special concern to many people is the
Aspen Grove. Located along Fish Creek, which is part
of the northeastern boundary of the San Gorgonio
Wilderness, the aspens dot the landscape across
See Recovery on Page 4

Volunteer Profile
Dave Fisher
By Dave Fisher
They call me Ranger Dave, Rec 412 Victor.
I have been a personal trainer all my life and was a
competitive bodybuilder for many years. I turned
professional in 1993, the year I won the North
American Bodybuilding Championships.
My girlfriend suggested we start hiking several
years ago, a few months before I was scheduled to
start at the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Academy. I
was five weeks into the academy when I tore my
hamstring. Out of the academy, career change over.
I said to myself, “It’s time I opened my own gym.”
So in July of 2010 Dave Fisher’s Powerhouse Gym
opened. Six years later we’ve expanded into a huge,
11,000-square-foot
facility in Torrance.
After my hamstring
healed we started back
up hiking. We hiked all
over southern
California and
eventually ended up on
San Gorgonio. We were
bound to run into a
ranger and we were
asked for our permit. I
didn’t know we needed
one. We got permits
after that and proceeded to hike all the trails in the
San Gorgonio Wilderness.

Recovery, continued from Page 3
several acres. They are reportedly the southernmost
grove of quaking aspens (populous tremulides) in
California and are a popular destination for visitors
in the autumn, when the leaves turn golden yellow.
Luckily the fire severity in the grove area was not
that high and the root systems of the trees survived.
By the middle of September there were reports of
aspens that had already regrown to waist height.
During a rejuvenation monitoring trip at the end of
November the SGWA documented the regrowth in
the Fish Creek/ Aspen Grove area and the signs are
good that the trees are returning in a vigorous
manner. With the surrounding taller pines gone and

We kept running
into SGWA
volunteers and one of
them asked if we
wanted to volunteer.
I found the idea
fascinating. I would
get to wear a cool
uniform! So, I
became a ranger and
soon started doing
overnight solo
patrols. I really got into the winter scene. I don’t
know what it is about the winter, maybe because I’m
from Canada, but I love the cold and the challenge.
The colder, the better.
I’ve been doing three-day trips almost every
weekend for the last three months. A couple of
months ago I was camped at High Creek, with
nobody else there. The temperature gauge said 3
degrees that night and the wind was blowing my
tent so hard I thought it was going to rip apart. I had
to get out at midnight, all bundled up in my down
jacket, goggles, big mitts, and a headlamp, and tie
down my tent in what felt like 50 mile an hour
winds! I loved it! This was exciting!
I really love my job on the trails and I take it very
seriously. I try and be there for people in need and
help in any way I can. I carry in my pack everything I
think could be of use for any circumstance that may
arise. Yes, my pack is heavy. And yes, sometimes I
say, “Why am I doing this?” But then when I meet
wonderful people, and they all seem so thankful that
I’m up there for them, it is all worth it.
no longer competing with the aspens for sunlight,
water and nutrients, the grove may even expand.
SGWA will continue to be some of the “boots on
the ground” who are monitoring the rejuvenation of
the Lake Fire burn area. We have a deep and abiding
appreciation for the San Gorgonio Wilderness and
are looking forward to the time when all the trails
will be reopened to hikers and backpackers.
Fire does not “destroy” an area; it brings
“change.” While the South Fork Trail and others will
not be the same as they were during our experience,
they will regrow. There is beauty in the forest at all
times of year and at all stages of growth. Future
generations of people who enjoy the outdoors will
get to see the changes. They will get to see it on
Nature’s schedule, not ours.

Director’s Desk
Val Silva

Looking forward to a great summer for SGWA. The
Lake Fire, which ravaged the wilderness last
summer, closed many trails and limited
opportunities to hike in the wilderness.
Trails that are open – Vivian, Momyer, San
Bernardino Peak, and Forsee into John’s Meadow –
are filling up fast for the weekends. Preplanning your
trip well in advance is recommended.
We are processing over 200 permits a week, and of
course many are rejected because the trails are full.
A helpful hint would be, try to plan your trip during
the week. Many sites are available for those times.
There are many great opportunities in the area for
your family outings. Don’t forget to attend the
Greyback Amphitheater ranger talks and the everpopular Barton Flats Visitor Center, home of the
Forest Festival on Aug. 20.

SGWA trail crew rocks!
Check out the article in the Press-Enterprise about
the trail work SGWA volunteers did on the Pacific
Crest Trail.
http://m.pe.com/articles/trail-800771-san-fire.html
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Nature Watch
By Sheila McMahon
Many of the trees in the San Gorgonio
area are conifers – they have cones. A
large group of these are pines.
Pines are identified by the number of
needles in a bundle, the size and shape
of the cone, the color and texture of the
bark, the shape of the tree and the
elevations where they are found.
Many of the pines live in areas of
heavy snow. Their needle-like leaves and
flexible branches help shed heavy loads
of snow before they can break the
branches.
Pines have two kinds of cones. The
first is small and thin. It produces large
amounts of pollen to be blown by the
wind to fertilize the seeds in the heavy
cones. At certain times of the year the
lakes and ponds are covered with yellow
pollen. If you look carefully between the
bracts of the large female cone you may
find some seeds. Can you tell how the
seeds are protected? Flake off a thin
piece of bark. Is the underside yellow?
It’s probably a ponderosa.
Another interesting conifer in the area
has very different characteristics. Its
leaves look like puzzle parts fitted
together and flattened out. It has
reddish bark as it matures. Its cone is
only about one inch long. It separates
into three parts when dry. It is the
incense cedar. There is a good example
of this tree at the Barton Flats Visitor
Center. Nearby are several examples of
Sequoia trees. They are not native to the
area. Their bark has not yet taken on the
reddish hue. Their leaves are spikey and
swirled around the twig. When they
begin to produce cones they will be
small and rounded.
As you carefully observe the forest,
you will enjoy finding characteristics of
the trees and speculating about their
importance for survival.
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forest's cycle of life. Prior to the
As the busy summer season starts in the San
Bernardino National Forest, the results of the Lake
Fire, which burned much of the San Gorgonio
Wilderness and land surrounding it, are still evident.
We are seeing an area of vast regrowth as the forest
reclaims and regrows upwards through the ashes.
Several trails and camping areas are open outside of
the burn area, and our volunteers are busy
maintaining and promoting those areas.
Our trail crews have worked with the Forest
Service to clear and rebuild the Pacific Crest Trail
through the burn area. The Forest Service and the
Pacific Crest Trail Association are taking steps to
assure thru-hikers on the PCT a safe journey.
Although the PCT is not officially open for hikers
through the burn area at this writing, the hope is
that this will be decided soon.
While most of our favorite San Gorgonio
Wilderness trails and areas continue to be closed
due to the fire, hiking patrols and trail crews are
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active on the south-side trails: Forsee Creek to
John’s Meadow, San Bernardino Peak, and Momyer
and Vivian Creek trails.
SGWA’s annual orientation/training get-together
kicks off the season on May 21, with veteran
volunteers awaiting the arrival of new people with
whom to share the forest adventure. Everyone looks
forward to this seasonal kick-off, with lots of
barbeque, food, and stories to share.
On the books this summer are plans to provide
interpretive programs at Big Falls and Barton Flats
Visitor Center, as well as Mill Creek Ranger Station,
with an emphasis on the appreciation of area plants
and wildlife, safety procedures near the falls, Mill
Creek, and burn areas, and fire recovery efforts.
The Ranger Talk schedule has been solidified for
the Greyback Amphitheater. One of the ways we
foster respect for the forest is through various public
outreach programs like these.
None of our efforts would be effective if not for
the committees that organize SGWA’s events and
activities. I encourage each one of you to join one a
committee, or more than one, if you wish, to help
fulfill our inherent purpose in the forest.
See you on the mountain.

