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Where Do Interpretive Efforts
Take Place? Everywhere
By Marianne Shuster
One objective I have as deputy
director of SGWA is to mount an
outreach initiative and expand and
enhance our interpretive efforts.
Essentially what this means is accessing
more people and telling our story and
that of the land we love in a way that is
compelling and relatable.
Last month, in preparation for the
upcoming busy season, we held a
training program titled “Building
Bridges,” which was promoted as a
session for any SGWA volunteer who
interacts with the public. This, of
course, means every SGWA volunteer.
When volunteers hear the word
interpretive the assumption often is
Nature crafts catch the eye of a
that it relates only to planned and
young visitor at a past Forest
organized information and education
Festival.
programs; however, the word
interpretation simply refers to an explanation of what something means,
preferably given in a thought-provoking fashion.
Every time a volunteer engages with visitors for even a few minutes is
an opportunity to educate in a way that can build interest and lead to the
understanding and passion needed to ensure that we have continued
support for wilderness in the future. This is the very foundation on which
future stewardship of the wilderness stands. This does not necessarily
mean involving a visitor in a lengthy discourse, but merely using time and
dialogue appropriate to the situation or setting to help visitors take
interest in and understand the importance of respecting and preserving
the land that we, as SGWA and Forest Service volunteers, serve.
See Interpretive on page 3

Special Thank You

Upcoming Training

… to The Boeing Company for a $2,500 grant that
will enable SGWA to purchase a trailer that will
support interpretive programs and trail maintenance
projects.
… Earth Share for a $2,154 grant for ongoing
support of SGWA
… REI for a $15,000 grant for trail work and fire
restoration.

June 10 and June 11 – Leave No Trace Training
Learn LNT concepts and how to relay them
effectively to the public. This is a one-day training;
choose either date. Sign up on the SGWA volunteer
jobs calendar. Questions? Contact Marianne at
sgwa-dd@earthlink.net or call (909) 382-2906).

Gifts to the San Gorgonio Wilderness Association help support our efforts to preserve the wilderness and the forest surrounding it. We are
thankful for these supporters whose generosity makes it possible for us to further our mission to serve, protect and educate. If you would like
to make a gift in memory of a loved one or to honor someone special please contact our office at (909) 382-2906, or visit our website at
sgwa.org. Gifts may be mailed to: San Gorgonio Wilderness Association, 34701 Mill Creek Rd., Mentone, CA 92359
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Interpretive
Continued from page 1

At the April training, volunteers had an
opportunity to learn about the specific programs
offered by SGWA volunteers – such as Greyback
Amphitheater Ranger Talks, the newly named
“Lunch and Lemonade” programs at Barton Flats
Visitor Center, and public programs to be held at
Big Falls Recreation Area and Thurman Flats Picnic
Area – and how to be an effective interpreter with
every visitor we encounter.
Four seasoned volunteers, all members of the
SGWA Interpretive Committee, shared ideas and
concepts with the attending volunteers. Leave No
Trace concepts and Authority of the Resource
Technique training were included to help
participants understand how and when they can
employ interpretive methods.
Role playing scenarios were presented and
performed to assist volunteers in appropriate
approaches and the use of interpretive techniques in
real-life situations.
While much hilarity ensued during the acting out
of situations, the practice is designed to help
volunteers relax and get visitors to understand the
importance of complying with regulations, not
because we or the Forest Service dictates it, but
because the land or resource itself does so.
As we go forward in the season and in promoting
increased public awareness of SGWA, I hope that
each volunteer will take every opportunity to teach
visitors they encounter, whether it be on the trail
during patrol or maintenance, at busy recreation

Volunteer Mickey Kacherwski interacts with hikers on the trail.

sites, or while conducting a public program. Only
through experience and education will future
generations learn to care for these beautiful lands.
Contact Marianne Shuster at sgwadd@earthlink.net to learn more or to volunteer in
one of SGWA’s scheduled programs.

The Wilderness Link is published quarterly by the
San Gorgonio Wilderness Association.
Editor: Bettye Miller
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Submit story ideas and photos to
sgwa@earthlink.net or wellsmill@aol.com .
Volunteer Ley Cash talks about black bears with a family
before a Ranger Talk at the Greyback Amphitheater.

Volunteer Profile
Dee McCoy
By Bettye Miller
Like most SGWA volunteers, Dee McCoy
expected to spend a lot of time hiking wilderness
trails when she joined the organization 15 years ago.
But her management skills launched her on a
different path.
“My first year I was at Big Falls every weekend,”
she said. “I didn’t see as many people as we do now
because we operated out of an old bathroom. But I
got to know a lot of volunteers.”
Within a couple of years Dee had become the
interpretive sites manager, overseeing operations at
the Barton Flats Visitor Center and Big Falls. She and
her husband gave ranger talks on astronomy at the
Greyback Amphitheater, bringing one of their
telescopes to share their love of the heavens with
campers.
“Saturn is the best thing to look at; those rings
around it,” she said. “You can see two or three of
Jupiter’s moons. We tried to schedule our talks
around dates when those planets are most visible.
It’s so much fun to see the looks on people’s faces
when they look in the telescope and all of a sudden
see Saturn.”
For the last decade Dee has served on the SGWA
Board of Directors as board secretary. Her
knowledge of board bylaws is legendary, and her
fascination with SGWA organizational history
prompted her to catalog and summarize highlights
of decades of board minutes.
“I have read through all of the minutes since 1989
and written summaries for each year,” she said. “I
think it’s important to know why the board has
made some of the decisions it has. Some of these
issues keep coming back.”
A former bookkeeper, Census worker, and Post
Office employee, Dee was hired by the board in 2004
to serve as office manager. The part-time job
involves bookkeeping, managing website sales,
preparing tax returns, and managing merchandise
sales.
The work SGWA does is important, she said. “If
we weren’t keeping tabs on what’s happening in the
wilderness, making sure that people aren’t overusing

it, the wilderness
would be so overrun
you wouldn’t want to
go up there. It’s kind
of neat to have a
place to go where no
one can build a
house.”

√ Save These Dates
May 27 – First potluck of the summer and first
Ranger Talk of the season. Dig out your favorite
recipes and warm up the grill. Catch up with old
friends and make new ones. Then join the fun at the
Greyback Amphitheater for hot chocolate and an
informative Ranger Talk.
June 3 – First Cleanup Day at Thurman Flat Picnic
Area. Help prepare this this heavily used picnic area
for summer visitors.
Aug. 19 – Forest Festival at Barton Flats Visitor
Center. Join us at this family-friendly event that
celebrates all things forest and introduces the public
to SGWA and all that we do.

President
Continued from page 6
As SGWA gets ready for another terrific season,
with the best group of volunteers in the state of
California, I can’t help but think of a quote I saw
somewhere: “Volunteers are not paid – not because
they are worthless, but because they are priceless.”
Come join us on the trails of Old Greyback in the
San Bernardino National Forest, within the Sand to
Snow National Monument. Bring your skills, your
smiles, and your potluck (yum!). You, both new and
seasoned volunteers of SGWA, are priceless. I salute
you.

Director’s Desk
Val Silva

Spring has started off in fits and starts. We’ve had
beautiful flowers, warm days, and snow!
SGWA volunteers are looking forward to a great
season.
Trail crews have cleared over 30 trees on
wilderness trails since the snow has receded.
Maintenance has been done on the Barton Flats
Visitor Center to get it ready for the public on
Memorial Day Weekend.
Mill Creek Front Desk staff has been handling an
increasing number of permits – many trails are
already full on weekends through the first of July.
Whoo hoo! Off we go into a fantastic summer
season. Hope all of you can join us.

Did you know?:






Summer Ranger Talks
SGWA volunteers present Ranger Talks at the
Greyback Amphitheater throughout the summer.
Programs run from 7:30 to 8:45 p.m. The programs
are free. Here is the schedule:
May 27: My Solo Through Hike on the Pacific Crest
Trail
May 28: The Amazing John Muir and the John Muir
Trail
June 3: Mountains and Valleys, Rocks and Dirt
June 10: Bears, Bears, Bears!
June 17: The Secret Life of Tree
June 24: Take the Big Foot Challenge
July 1: Do Bald Eagles Have Bad Breath?
July 8: Trash or Treasure? Our Mountain Heritage
July 15: Bears, Bears, Bears!
July 22: Campfire Hall of Fame
July 29: How WE Made a Wilderness
Aug. 5: Campfire Hall of Fame
Aug. 12: Experiencing the Wilderness with Children
Aug. 19: No program. Forest Festival all day at
Barton Flats Visitor Center
Aug. 26: Take the Bigfoot Challenge
Sept. 2: My Solo Through Hike on the Pacific Crest
Trail
Sept. 3: My Solo Through Hike on the Pacific Crest
Trail







That SGWA has a social media
presence? Check out our
Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/Sa
nGorgonioWildernessAssociatio
n/ and our forum at
http://sgwa.org/forum/.
That you can get the National
Weather Service forecast for
the central part of the San
Gorgonio Wilderness at
approximately 9,600’ feet?
Check out this link:
forecast.weather.gov
During recent trail projects a
scorpion and a rattle snake
were spotted? Both were found
on or beside the trail under a
log. Be aware of potential
dangers while working on the
trails. Watch where you put
your hands and feet, and never
reach under or around a rock or
log where you cannot see what
might be living there or trying
to stay out of the way.
That Mt. San Gorgonio is the
highest peak in California south
of the Sierra Nevada? It was last
measured in 1986 and came in
at 11,502 feet.
That the San Gorgonio
Wilderness was one of the
original wilderness areas
created by the Wilderness Act
of 1964? Its 96,593 acres are
managed by the U.S. Forest
Service and Bureau of Land
Management.
That SGWA also does trail
maintenance and foot patrols in
the Cucamonga Wilderness?
Located at the eastern end of
the San Gabriel Mountains, this
wilderness contains 12,782
acres.

President’s Corner
Jean Rogers

Volunteer – A person who performs a service
willingly and without pay.
Every day, around the world, individuals are
volunteering somewhere, doing something, because
they want to make a difference in their part of the
universe. They are using their own skills, and finding
what time they can, to effectuate change.
If you would like to start feeling healthier,
improve your mood, enrich your sense of purpose,
make your community a better place, take control
over your health, and lower your stress level,
volunteering with the San Gorgonio Wilderness
Association is an opportunity you cannot ignore.
As the 2017 season starts in earnest for SGWA
this Memorial Day weekend, we are reminded of
those individuals in history who did so much to
preserve the mountain, without a thought of how
they would get paid. We are also reminded of the
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Serve
Protect
Educate

volunteers through the years who have given
countless hours maintaining safe trail conditions,
dispensing forest knowledge, educating the public
about all things wilderness, and supporting search
and rescue crews to help those in need in the forest.
All small ways to help others by themselves, but
combined together as the SGWA, a powerful base of
change in people’s lives, both the ones volunteering,
and the ones we meet.
I am excited to see what the new season will offer
the volunteers of SGWA. What possible
opportunities will we have to work with U.S. Forest
Service personnel in the Lake Fire burn zone? How
many individuals will stop by at the Mill Creek
Ranger Station, or the Barton Flats Visitor Center, to
pick up hiking permits, maps, recommendations, or
hands-on education? How many will join us at our
Ranger Talks at the Greyback Amphitheater on the
weekends? Or participate in Saturday Summer
Workshops at Barton Flats Visitor Center? How many
adults and children will walk away with a warm
feeling after being greeted by the kind and
welcoming smile of an SGWA volunteer, somewhere
in or near the San Gorgonio Wilderness?
See President, page 4

