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Crosscut Saws Hold the Line
By John Flippin
Anyone who has ever
heard a chainsaw knows
how the grinding whine
disturbs the solitude of
the forest. That is why
crosscut saws, not
chainsaws, are required
for removing trees that
block trails in the San
Gorgonio and Cucamonga
Wilderness areas.
The 1964 Wilderness
Manish Pagey and Lex Willard use a crosscut
Act states, “An area of
saw to remove a tree from the Forsee Creek
wilderness is further
Trail. Photo courtesy HIghlake Photography
defined to mean an area
of undeveloped Federal land retaining its primeval character and
influence … which has outstanding opportunities for solitude.” The U.S.
Forest Service has acknowledged that “solitude or the primitive and
unconfined quality of Wilderness is degraded by the sights and sounds of
people.” (Keeping It Wild, General Technical Report RMRS-GTR-212, July
2006, Forest Service, USDA)
See Sawyers on page 3

SGWA by the Numbers
Here’s a look at the 2016 season:
Volunteer hours – 18,000
FS value of hours – $450,000
No. of volunteers – 219
Visitor contacts – 100,000
Trash picked up – 300 bags
Illegal fire rings removed – 130
Trees removed from trails – 220
Hours maintaining trails – 2,774
Saw certification hours – 432
Cleanup days – 4
Interpretive programs – 2,000+ visitors
Barton Flats VC – 5,600 visitors served
Big Falls Rec Area – 30,000+ visitors served
Mill Creek – 30,000+ visitors served
Fish Festival – 120 children served
Radical Reels, Banff Mountain film festivals – 1,500+ people attended

Meet SGWA’s Deputy Director

Give BIG!

SGWA has hired its first deputy director,
Marianne Schuster, effective Nov. 1. The Board of
Directors approved her hiring on Oct. 25, and she
will assist Executive Director Val Silva with the dayto-day operation of the organization.
Marianne has a background working with a large
nonprofits, supervising volunteers and outdoor
programs. Most recently she was the outdoor
education director for six years at The Wildlands
Conservancy, where she developed and
implemented presentations to the public, including
schools. She is well-versed in environmental issues,
including the importance of wilderness and
wilderness regulations.
In addition to responsibility for day-to-day
operations, Marianne will oversee fund-raising
activities for SGWA.
She can be reached at sgwa-dd@earthlink.net.

Give BIG San Bernardino County, a 24-hour online
giving campaign that supports nonprofits in the area,
is Tuesday, Nov. 29. SGWA is a participant. Our goal
this year is 200 unique donors and $4,000.
The fundraising event is held in conjunction with
the San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors and
The Community Foundation. There are monetary
prizes for the most individual donors for an organization, so the more people who donate, the better
chance SGWA has for this bonus. Information:
https://givebigsbcounty.razoo.com/giving_events/sb
c16/home.

Thank You, CSUSB!
A big thank you to CSUSB’s Student Recreation
and Wellness Center for co-hosting the Wild and
Scenic Film Festival on Oct. 20. The event raised
approximately $300 for SGWA.

habitat linkages between the San Bernardino and
San Jacinto mountain ranges. The area has a habitat
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In 1966, officers of a major oil company tried to
convince the chief of the Forest Service, Ed Cliff, that
their geologists should land helicopters in the
Washakie Wilderness in Wyoming to assess (allowed
under the Wilderness Act) oil and gas potential. The
local forest supervisor, regional forester, and several
Washington office directors urged Ed to approve the
proposal.
Company officials used all the usual arguments,
i.e., use of helicopters is state-of-the-art, modern
day geologists just would not walk in, it would be
prohibitively expensive, etc. The discussion went
back and forth for two hours.
Finally, Ed leaned forward, slammed his fist on the
table, and said, “Our guys are out there maintaining
trails with crosscut saws and, by God, your guys can
walk.”
The meeting was over, and the geologists walked.
(Wilderness - Reclaiming the Legacy, by Wilderness
Watch, 2011) The line drawn by the Wilderness Act
against activities that would degrade the wilderness
experience was held, due in large part to the
example set by the use of crosscut saws in the
Wilderness.
All are welcome to help SGWA “hold the line”
through the use of crosscut saws to clear Wilderness
trails. This enjoyable and rewarding work enables
visitors to more easily and safely reap the many
benefits of Wilderness experience – enjoying the
beauty and solitude while maintaining and
improving mental, spiritual, and physical health.
Fortunately, the new Forest Service National Saw
Program will make it more convenient for volunteers
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Volunteers remove a tree blocking the Santa Ana River
Trail. Photo courtesy Highlake Photography

to obtain crosscut saw training and certification,
which is required to ensure safety (moving sections
of logs can maim and kill). Volunteers can join us on
the trail to try out crosscut sawing under the
supervision of certified volunteers.
If a volunteer wishes to continue crosscut sawing
they will be provided training and certification
beginning with certification level “A,” with which
they can operate a saw under the supervision of a
“B” or “C” certified volunteer. From “B” through “C”
certifications volunteers are allowed to clear
increasingly large, complex, and dangerous trees
across the trail.
SGWA is in the process of developing its own
training courses, following Forest Service guidelines,
in which “B” and “C” certified volunteers can train
and certify other volunteers. We hope to start
providing training courses for volunteers during
2017. (Introduction to Forest Service saw policy http://www.fs.fed.us/about-agency/regulationspolicies/saw-policy)
The cost to a volunteer beyond his/her valuable
free time is minimal. Except for boots, required
personal protective equipment is provided by SGWA.
And the boot requirement is now for “cut-resistant
or leather, laced boots that provide ankle support
and nonskid soles” – 8-inch-high boots are no longer
required.
Please join us for an interesting, rewarding, and
fun experience in making trails easier and safer for
the public while helping us “hold the line.”

√ Save the Date
Banff Mountain Film Festival is March 3, 2017.

Volunteer Profiles
Eileen Hay & Bob Lum

By Eileen Hay

By Eileen Hay
Ever since I was a baby we have had a cabin in
Forest Falls and I grew up in those mountains; when
I was a teenager my dad used to take us backpacking
to Dollar and Dry Lakes.
So when I was hiking down from the summit about
five years ago I was stopped by an SGWA volunteer,
who talked me into volunteering. It seemed natural,
so I signed up and have been volunteering for the
past four years.
I teach high school in San Diego – AP World
History and Sociology – but when I retire in a couple
of years I hope to spend a lot more time in the
mountains volunteering.
Even though I didn’t intend to, I got talked into
doing trail work. (Bob Williams is a hard sell!) I
discovered I love it because I like working with
different
people as a
team and
getting to
know them.
I enjoy
challenging
myself
physically and feel like I’ve done a good day’s work.
Last year I went to the crosscut saw training and
got my “A” certification and want to get my “B” this
year. I realize how important trail maintenance is
because I hike those trails a lot so, I know how hard
it is to go over, under (not as hard because I’m only
5’ 2”) or around fallen trees. Hikers really appreciate
us when they see the work we do.
One of my favorite experiences was doing an Infra
Survey on the Sky High Trail from Mine Shaft Saddle
to the Summit with Randy, Bob O. and Albert. We
camped on the summit and Randy showed us the
“shadow of the mountain” at sunrise and sunset. I
love being up there in the cold and quiet with the
360-degree view.
My favorite spot in the wilderness is Dollar Lake
Saddle. I love the signs pointing in all directions
leading to the places on the mountain that you can
go. I enjoy talking to people coming from different
trailheads and heading to the summit or other
camps. It’s a place that’s filled with possibilities!

By Bob Lum
It has been a
pleasure to have
worked with SGWA
for about seven years
and I hope to be able
to enjoy the company
of this group for
many more years.
Beside all the great
people I have gotten to know, volunteering to help
others, getting out of the city, learning new things,
and being physically active have all been great. City
life is so confining, not something that has been a
part of my life until I retired after a career as a land
surveyor. But being near the grandchildren has made
it worthwhile.
Trail work is physically challenging, but rewarding
when one knows that the trail is now in better shape
and well-maintained. It is always great to see a log
roll off the trail and out of the way of hikers if it has
been cut just right.
There are many great things about being out with
a group of like-minded individuals and getting a job
well done, getting away from all the confusion and
chaos of the city.
There are many people who enjoy seeing their
favorite team win. My pleasure may come from
seeing the beautiful colors in a male western tanager
or a shooting star in a sky that is really dark.
The most recent pleasurable experience came
when my granddaughter decided that, since she was
a Junior Ranger, she needed to go with me to do
some volunteer work.
We went to Big Falls and did some cleanup and
assisted visitors. She saw some trash in the creek
and waded right out into the cold water and got
it. It did not disturb her that her shoes were now full
of cold water nor that her pants were wet and she
did not have any dry clothes.
In the outdoors, most of the distractions of the
noise and bustle of work, family and friends are gone
and we can enjoy the ones around or just the
solitude and nature.
We as SGWA help people to get in touch with this,
to slow down and to reevaluate what is important in
our lives, such as my granddaughter.

Director’s Desk
Val Silva
SGWA volunteers contributed over 18,000 hours
last season. Our end-of-season awards was a great
success. A time to celebrate accomplishments and
see good friends.
Some highlights:
John Filppin celebrated his 30-year anniversary
with SGWA. Wow! And he is only 43. John has been
a dedicated SGWA member, working as executive
director and doing trail patrol, trail work,
construction, and general maintenance.
Bob and Kathy Seidenberg received their 15-year
award. This was their last year of volunteering as
they are moving to Oregon. They plan to volunteer
up there in the many different forests. They
patrolled the Santa Ana River Trail for many years,
assisting visitors and picking up trash. They also did
the waffle breakfast at Barton Flats on the morning
of the Forest Festival for many years. We will miss
them, but we’re envious of their retirement.
Dave Fisher received the award for most hours
with 866 hours. Dave mostly patrols in cool, cold and
windy weather. He spent most weekends last winter
at High Creek, helping hikers with inclement
conditions. He and Dan Scott (584 hours) assisted
with several rescues.
The amazing
Chipmunk Award
went to Stephen
and Reyna Peach,
155 hours each.
They jumped into
patrolling, logging
many hours on all trails. We look forward to seeing
them in 30 years, receiving their awards.
Christine Hill, USFS district ranger, presented the
hours and years awards. She said that the time
donated and commitment of SGWA volunteers is
greatly appreciated by the Forest Service.
The new year has already started. Volunteers are
working at Big Falls and Mill Creek, and doing trail
maintenance. We are anticipating the winter season
and planning on winter safety patrols. Last winter
there were many accidents and unprepared visitors
who needed some help.
Looking forward to SNOW, SNOW, SNOW!

Nature Watch
By Sheila McMahon
As I left Barton Flats after my last
volunteer day of the summer, it was fun
to note how the flora and fauna make
each summer special in our mountains.
In May, Highway 38 was lined with
yellow Spanish broom flowers. In June,
these were replaced by another yellow
plant, the shaggy rabbitbrush. This one
has a great scientific name,
Chrysothamnus nauseosus. That’s a
challenge to say quickly.
This was a memorable summer for the
numbers of birds that visited Barton
Flats. The clowns of the group were the
Steller’s jays. They were real acrobats at
the bird feeder. Most of their food is
plant materials, although they do raid
other birds’ nests. I like to show visitors
jay feathers. If you hold them up to the
sky they look grey, but when you hold
them down, the bending of the light
makes them look bright blue.
Surprisingly, the other birds at the
feeders that are quite territorial are the
hummingbirds. Somehow the little
chickadees and the dark-eyed Juncos
also managed to share the bounty at
Teddi’s bird feeders.
The mammals are not seen quite as
often as the birds, but they are certainly
present at Barton Flats. The most
exciting this summer was a bobcat that
came for a visit and stayed long enough
to pose for pictures. Coyotes are often
seen wandering along the highway.
About 40 percent of the coyote’s diet is
vegetables. Mountain coyotes are much
larger than those living in the desert.
Black bears also wander through the
visitor center. These bears are not native
to the area and come in a variety of
colors – black, brown, or cinnamon.
Ground squirrels and chipmunks had a
busy summer storing seeds and nuts for
the winter. Chipmunks are important to
the forest because they spread a sort of
fungus important to the trees’ survival.
is was a fact I learned in Jim Ciorett’s
book “Wildlife in the Western
Mountains.”
With the winter coming on it will be
fun to spend some indoor time
researching more information about the

President’s Corner
Jean Rogers
Serve. Protect. Educate.
The mission of the San Gorgonio Wilderness
Association is wonderful in its simplicity.
The strategies to carry out these three parameters
are huge.
The U.S. Forest Service anticipates increased usage
of the wilderness trails as winter approaches, given
that the San Gorgonio Wilderness is now included
within the boundaries of the newest U.S. national
monument – The Sand to Snow National Monument.
We have been called on to plan more structured
winter patrols and other administrative functions at
Mill Creek Ranger Station to handle the influx of
people interested in the new monument.
Opportunities for volunteer involvement will
continue into the winter, with increased winter
patrols in both the Cucamonga and San Gorgonio
wildernesses, sponsorship of the Banff Film Festival,
administration of the front desk at Mill Creek Ranger
Station, presentations by the EarthShare team, and
participation in Give Big San Bernardino County.
New activities will be scheduled and open to
volunteers as needed.

SGWA
San Gorgonio Wilderness
Association
34701 Mill Creek Road
Mentone, CA 92359
P: (909) 382-2906
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Serve
Protect
Educate

I myself will reflect on my successful volunteer
activities, and what I can do to further that success.
For me, it isn’t always about what I feel like doing
today. Some days, it is what does the group need me
to do today? How can I make what I am doing as a
volunteer more meaningful for the public, for other
volunteers, and for the strength of the organization?
Our programs and activities are so successful that
it would be easy to sit back and say, “Why fix it?” I
believe that we should appraise what we are doing
successfully right now to discover how the success
strategies can be applied to other programs.
Now is the time to determine what our successes
are, and to abandon what is not working so
successfully for us. Where are our volunteers strong,
and how can we use that strength to further the
mission of the San Gorgonio Wilderness Association?
I ask our volunteers and supporters: What can I do
to make your volunteer experiences with the San
Gorgonio Wilderness Association better? How can I,
and the board of directors, support your successes
during your volunteer hours?
We have a great group of volunteers who are
firmly dedicated to the wilderness, and the mission
of the SGWA.
Let’s use our strengths to build up the San
Gorgonio Wilderness Association to be the best it
can be.
Serve. Protect. Educate.

