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New Deputy Director Eager to
Share SGWA Story
By Bettye Miller
Growing up in a Philadelphia suburb,
Marianne Shuster spent hours reading
under the maple tree in her front yard,
going on long walks, and relishing every
change of season.
“My mother called me her nature
girl,” she recalled. “While the neighbors
were killing dandelions in their yards,
my dad and I would go out and eat
dandelion greens in our lawn. I’ve
always had a bit of an affinity for the
outdoors.”
Marianne brings that love of the outdoors and a passion for education
to the job of deputy director of SGWA, a new position the Board of
Directors established in fall 2016. She brings years of experience engaging
with the public, from restaurant manager and nutritionist to director of
outdoor education at the Wildlands Conservancy in Oak Glen,
See Deputy Director on page 3

Banff Mountain Film Festival Returns March 3
Dog-powered sports, British mums rowing on the Atlantic Ocean,
and bouldering in French Polynesia are among the short films featured in
the Banff Mountain Film Festival World Tour that screens Friday, March
3, at the Fox Event Center, 123 Cajon St., Redlands.
The festival is hosted by the San Gorgonio Wilderness Association
(SGWA). Showtime is 6:30 p.m. Doors open at 6 p.m. Tickets are $15 and
may be purchased online at sgwa.org or at the door. Online ticket sales
will end at 3 p.m. on Wednesday, March 1. The film festival has sold out
in the past, so advance purchase of tickets is recommended. The World
Tour screens on Friday only.
The Banff Mountain Film Festival is an international film competition
that features the world’s best mountain sport, culture, and
environmental films. See Page 5 for the list of films to be screened.

Upcoming training events for volunteers
Building Bridges-April 1
A hands-on learning opportunity for all volunteers
who interact with the public. Learn the principles of
Authority of the Resource and let the forest be your
force. Also, have fun acquiring new knowledge and
understanding the concepts of nature interpretive
programs, whether you want to facilitate them to
the public or not.
CPR/First Aid Training-April 9
Renew or initiate your required training.

Annual Volunteer Orientation and Training- May 20
Welcome novice volunteers, get refreshers, learn
something new and spend a fun day with fellow
volunteers.
Leave No Trace Training- June 10 and June 11
Learn LNT concepts and how to relay them
effectively to the public. This is a one-day training;
choose either date.
Be sure to sign up on the SGWA volunteer jobs
calendar. If you have questions, contact Marianne at
sgwa-dd@earthlink.net or call (909) 382-2906).

Gifts to the San Gorgonio Wilderness Association help support our efforts to preserve the wilderness and the forest surrounding it. We are
thankful for these supporters whose generosity makes it possible for us to further our mission to serve, protect and educate. If you would like
to make a gift in memory of a loved one or to honor someone special please contact our office at (909) 382-2906, or visit our website at
sgwa.org. Gifts may be mailed to: San Gorgonio Wilderness Association, 34701 Mill Creek Rd., Mentone, CA 92359
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where she worked for the last 11 years.
“I found my passion when I had an opportunity to
start working with the public and sharing
information with people,” Marianne said. “I’m
looking forward to getting more people to know who
we are and telling the SGWA story in a big way. It’s
important to show that we work in partnership with
the Forest Service and how this organization of
volunteers does so much.”
SGWA has an impressive history, she said, from its
origins in Defenders of San Gorgonio Wilderness,
whose members fought to save the wilderness, to an
organization that today has more than 200
volunteers who patrol and maintain trails, staff two
visitor centers and the Big Falls Recreation Area,
organize cleanup days, and present interpretive
programs.
Growing SGWA’s public education programs is one
of her priorities as deputy director.
“A lot of us are old enough to be grandparents.
When we were young we would go outside and our
parents would make us come inside. Things are
changing,” she said. “People haven’t grown up doing
that. They’re more urban. They don’t have that
understanding that they are part of the natural
cycle. We need to help people understand that these
are their public lands. If we don’t help future
generations learn to love them, they won’t be there
for anyone.”
Marianne also is working to boost fundraising to
support SGWA activities, and to expand volunteer
training opportunities. For example, she hopes to
encourage volunteers with specific knowledge, such
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Public outreach and education programs such as the Forest
Festival are essential to helping future generations learn to
love the forest and public lands.

as geology, to teach other volunteers, enabling them
to provide more information to forest visitors.
“The collective knowledge in this organization is
tremendous,” she said. “I hope that volunteers will
assess themselves or their friends and volunteer
their skills. I want volunteers to tell me what they
have to offer.”
SGWA volunteers bring diverse skills and
backgrounds to the organization, united in a
common purpose, she said.
“I’m encouraged by every single person in the
organization. So many people see a need and just
start doing things,” she said. “SGWA is a remarkable
story of people who worked hard to save the
wilderness and are working to protect it. I want to
help people have an appreciation of that.”

SGWA Board Elects Officers
The SGWA Board of Directors elected officers for
2017 at the November meeting. They are:
Jean Rogers, president
Bettye Miller, vice president
Dee McCoy, secretary
Teddi Boston, treasurer

Volunteer Profile

By Eileen Hay

Mike Bigness

By Jeffrey San Agustin
SGWA Intern
Mike Bigness is a 63-year-old volunteer who
started working with San Gorgonio Wilderness
Association 10 years ago. Bigness is just one of
approximately 200 SGWA volunteers.
“We all fit in the puzzle. It is like a 5,000-piece
puzzle and each piece has its purpose,” he said.
Before becoming an SGWA volunteer Mike worked
with companies by helping with customer service.
While his days of working for these companies are
over, he has transferred his customer service skills to
protecting the San Gorgonio Wilderness.
Mike works in one of the busiest areas next to the
wilderness: the Big Falls Recreation Area, near Forest
Falls.
His favorite thing about volunteering is helping the
public stay safe and working to keep the wilderness
pristine. He helps visitors by providing on-site
education. He has knowledge acquired from training
offered by SGWA that he shares freely to those who
ask. If you have a question that he cannot answer,
he will pull out one of the books he carries for a
mutual learning opportunity.
Big Falls is Mike’s favorite place in the wilderness.
"I got a thing about the waterfall," he said. “We
can catch it at certain times of the day and watch the
water, hear the birds. It’s like a breath of fresh air for
me.”
Unfortunately, the beautiful character and
serenity of Big Falls are threatened by vandals who
feel the need to leave a mark on Nature. Mike makes
it his mission to protect the falls for the visitors who
respectfully enjoy it.
It is not easy work, and Marianne Shuster, SGWA
deputy director, speaks highly of Mike’s dedication
to keeping the falls pristine.
“He is out there sanding graffiti off of picnic tables
and hauling out trash from the trails,” she said. “We
have had illegal dumping at Big Falls, and we have
had to shut it down because of questionable
chemicals. We do not want that stuff in the woods.”

With the number of visitors at Big Falls, Mike tries
to keep hikers on the trails to protect them and the
environment. It is, indeed, a hard task, but "we’re
the guardians of the forest,” he said. “… (I)f we don't
do it, then it is not going to be done."

√ Save These Dates
May 20 – Annual Orientation Day for new and
returning volunteers. Watch for more details.
May 27 – First potluck of the summer and first
Ranger Talk of the season. Dig out your favorite
recipes and warm up the grill. Catch up with old
friends and make new ones. Then join the fun at the
Greyback Amphitheater for hot chocolate and an
informative Ranger Talk.
June 3 – First Cleanup Day at Thurman Flat Picnic
Area. Help prepare this this heavily used picnic area
for summer visitors.

Director’s Desk
Val Silva

SGWA is looking forward to an exciting summer.
The Board of Directors and our new deputy director,
Marianne Shuster, have come up with a schedule of
events.
We are looking forward to the start of the spring
season with cleanups at the Big Falls Recreation Area
near Forest Falls, and the Thurman Flats Picnic Area
in Mill Creek Canyon. Of course, the traditional
cleanup of Barton Flats Visitor Center and the
Whispering Pines and Ponderosa Vista nature trails is
always a great first-of-season tradition.
There will be many opportunities for trail
maintenance and patrols in the San Gorgonio
Wilderness. We are excited to get started on the
trails – now covered with snow – when the snow
melts and getting to the trees that have fallen during
the winter.
Programs designed to educate and support the
public at interpretive sites are growing. We have
some new areas where we can use help presenting
programs, assisting with programs, and in general
making the outdoors a really fun experience for
families. This is an excellent opportunity for people
to learn new skills, or just learn about the forest and
how to preserve our great resource.
On May 20, SGWA will host an orientation for new
and returning volunteers.
We have currently 40 prospective volunteers signed
up. I urge anyone who is interested in working with a
great group of dedicated volunteers to sign up on
our webpage at sgwa.org/volunteer and get ready to
enjoy a great summer.

Thank You, Give Big Donors!
A big thank you to those who contributed to
SGWA during the Give Big San Bernardino County
fundraising effort on Nov. 29. A total of 56
individuals contributed $3,824 during the 24-hour
drive to support nonprofits in San Bernardino
County.
SGWA received an additional $1,000 from the
Community Foundation from two random Golden
Ticket drawings.

Banff Films
Films scheduled to be screened at the
Banff Mountain Film Festival on March 3
are:


















“Danny MacAskill's Wee Day
Out,” an exploration of the
rural landscape around
Edinburgh while riding a
bicycle.
“Dog Power,” a fascinating view
of the world of dog-powered
sports and the special bond
between dogs and their
humans.
“Ruin and Rose,” a tale of free
skiers in search of big jumps in
Whistler and big lines in Alaska.
“Four Mums in a Boat,” a story
of four middle-aged working
British mothers who row the
Atlantic Ocean.
“Ace and the Desert Dog,” a 60day trek of adventure
photographer Ace Kvale and his
dog, Genghis Khan, in Utah’s
canyon country.
“Poumaka,” an adventure into
the French Polynesian jungle
where American bouldering
champion Angie Payne
attempts to summit Poumaka
Tower.
“Packing it out: Cleaning
America's Wild,” an
inspirational story of the
“Packing It Out” crew as they
pick up litter along the Pacific
Crest Trail.
“Great Siberian Traverse,” the
adventure of a lifetime – a
1,200-kilometre ski journey
through Russia, along the
Trans-Siberian Railway.
“Metronomic,” making music
high above the Gorges du
Verdon.

President’s Corner
Jean Rogers

Serve. Protect. Educate.
After several months of searching, advertising,
interviewing, and discussing, the San Gorgonio
Wilderness Association Board of Directors approved
the hiring of Marianne Shuster as the new deputy
director. Marianne comes to SGWA with extensive
experience in community outreach, interactive
interpretive programs, and fundraising. A personable
and enthusiastic volunteer, Marianne fits the bill for
what the board was looking for in a deputy director.
She will work closely with Val Silva, SGWA’s
executive director, to further the mission of our
wonderful group.
With the continuing closure of wilderness trails,
SGWA is working on expanding its reach. Good fits
for the volunteers include our SAWYERS Program,
which allows volunteers to draw on their crosscut
and chainsaw expertise to help train personnel and
volunteer groups who work within the national
forests on safety procedures.

SGWA
San Gorgonio Wilderness
Association
34701 Mill Creek Road
Mentone, CA 92359
P: (909) 382-2906
F: (909) 794-1
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Serve
Protect
Educate

Day and overnight winter patrols have been active
on open trails within the San Gorgonio Wilderness,
assuring that hikers are safe in the unpredictable
cold temperatures, ice and snow. Patrols have been
required to carry new SPOT gear, giving SGWA patrol
coordinators a way to clearly ascertain each patrol’s
status and location.
Five trails remain open for hikers (at this writing):
San Bernardino Peak Trail, Vivian Creek Trail,
Momyer Trail, and the John’s Meadow branch of the
Forsee Creek Trail in the San Gorgonio Wilderness,
and the Icehouse Canyon Trail in the Cucamona
Wilderness. Patrols are active all year on these trails
during the weekends, and trail crews continue to
maintain these trails, as well as the Santa Ana River
Trail, for the safety of area hikers.
Hopefully, our activities this coming year will
include ongoing involvement in Forest Service
activities conducted in the 2015 Lake Fire burn area,
and participation in the tree planting program
outside of the wilderness area, as well as our everpopular Ranger Talks, Nature Workshops, and, new
in 2017, programs at the Big Falls Recreation Area.
All of the volunteers of the San Gorgonio Wilderness
Association are looking forward to a new season on
the mountain.
See you outside.

