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By Bettye Miller
Dozens of trees removed
from trails. Scores of hikers
contacted in the wilderness.
Thousands of visitors assisted
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2019: Another Good Year
SGWA volunteers
donated over 18,400
hours this past year,
time the U.S. Forest
Service values at
$467,912.
A total of 208
volunteers
contributed hours
this season, giving
their time to protect
and clean the forest,
to improve facilities
and trails, and to
Members of the Infra team take a break for a photo
help over 100,000
atop Mt. San Gorgonio.
visitors better
understand and enjoy the forest.
Volunteers picked up over 200 bags of trash, removed 192 illegal fire
rings, and removed 270 trees blocking trails. Our trail crews also repaired
or rebuilt 46,000 feet of trail, removing brush, establishing tread, building
water bars, and stabilizing switchbacks.
Two major trail work projects were done each month, in addition to
Infra trail surveys, which measure and report trail conditions to the USFS.
To complete the trail work volunteers spent 350 hours of training and
certifying for chain saw and cross cut saw. Training for new volunteers
consisted of about 400 hours of instruction about rules and regulations,
radio use, and proper procedures for wilderness patrol and interpretive
sites.
Barton Flats Visitor Center opened late in the season due to a flood that
covered the facility with more than 3 feet of sand, rock, and debris.
Volunteers worked to clear the sand so we could open just after the first
of July. Each weekend, volunteers hosted afternoon programs for the
public at the visitor center or Barton Flats Campground and Greyback
Amphitheater in the evenings from Memorial Day to Labor Day. These
programs entertained and educated 800 visitors.
See Good Year on page 3

Board Elects Officers for 2020
The SGWA Board of Directors elected the following individuals at the Nov. 26 board meeting to serve as officers
for 2020:
President – Bettye Miller
Vice President – Rex Philpot
Secretary – Dee McCoy
Treasurer – Teddi Boston

Save the Date for Banff Mountain Film Festival
The Banff Mountain Film Festival, SGWA’s annual fund raiser, will be held on Feb. 27-28,
2020, at the Fox Event Center in downtown Redlands. Please note that the film festival will be
held on a Thursday and Friday due to scheduling issues. Advance tickets will go on sale in
January. Watch the SGWA website – sgwa.org – and the February newsletter for more
information.

Does your employer match contributions to your favorite nonprofit (i.e., SGWA)? Or does your
employer support in other ways nonprofits where their employees volunteer? Are you a member
of a hiking club that spends time in the San Gorgonio Wilderness? If so, please contact SGWA
Executive Director Val Silva to find out how SGWA might benefit from these programs.
sgwa@earthlink.net

Gifts to the San Gorgonio Wilderness Association help support our efforts to preserve the wilderness and the forest surrounding it. We are
thankful for these supporters whose generosity makes it possible for us to further our mission to serve, protect and educate. This list includes
lifetime members and individuals who have contributed to SGWA since December 2018. If you would like to make a gift in memory of a loved
one or to honor someone special please contact our office at (909) 382-2906, or visit our website at sgwa.org. Gifts may be mailed to: San
Gorgonio Wilderness Association, 34701 Mill Creek Rd., Mentone, CA 92359
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Another year of great accomplishments by SGWA
volunteers. Seems each year brings new challenges
and changes we didn’t expect.
Heavy rains and snow caused washouts and many
downed trees in the wilderness. Barton Flats Visitor
Center was completely covered in several feet of
sand and boulders; a challenge for many to clear
everything so we could assist the public by giving
information and recreation opportunities.
Volunteers are a wonderful group of people. It’s
gratifying to see everyone come to the mountains
and give their time – learn new skills and share skills
with others. We all love what we do and are
fortunate to have the opportunity to make a
difference.
Once again, SGWA volunteers have made a
difference.

Good Year
Continued from page 1
Volunteers at Big Falls Picnic Area talked to more
than 15,000 visitors, and front desk staff at the Mill
Creek Ranger Station assisted more than 30,0000
visitors – issuing wilderness permits, advising of trail
conditions, and giving general information regarding
the San Bernardino National Forest and the San
Gorgonio Wilderness.
Hours this year were reduced from previous years
due to the government shutdown Dec. 18, 2018-Jan.
19, 2019, flooding at Barton Flats Visitor Center, and
funding cuts from the USFS.
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The 600+ Club
These volunteers each donated more than 600
hours of service in the 2019 season.
Lonnie Yett, a member of the
SGWA Board of Directors, topped
the list of volunteers in the 2019
season with more than 1,200 hours.
Lonnie coordinated volunteer
staffing at the Mill Creek Visitor
Center front desk, tracked
merchandise sales at the Mill Creek and Barton Flats
visitor centers, and designed and created
refrigerator magnets specific to the San Gorgonio
Wilderness, San Bernardino National Forest, and
Barton Flats area.
John Howell donated nearly
1,100 hours on trail patrols this
season. He was a familiar sight in
the Dry Lake area, checking
wilderness permits, directing
backpackers to appropriate
campsites, and monitoring the
area for illegal fires.
Mike Bigness compiled more
than 900 hours at the Big Falls
Recreation Area, where he
organized cleanup projects,
directed traffic in the congested
parking lot, and counseled
hundreds of visitors on where to
hike safely at Big Falls. He also put
in appearances as Smokey Bear.
Roxanne Smith contributed
more than 650 hours, working at
the Mill Creek Visitor Center
front desk and patrolling the trail
to John’s Meadow. She is a
wealth of knowledge, whether it
is assisting visitors at the Mill
Creek center or answering
questions of hikers on the trail.
Bob Williams donated more than
600 hours as SGWA’s volunteer
coordinator, a member of the
SGWA Board of Directors, and work
on trail crews. Over the years he
has helped to clear and repair
countless miles of trail.

Four Volunteers Honored for Service
SGWA recognized four volunteers who celebrated
service milestones of 30 and 25 years at the awards
potluck in October. They are:

30 Years of Service
Pat Peters, who began
volunteering with SGWA when it
was known as the San Gorgonio
Volunteer Association. She has
volunteered in several
capacities, and for years did trail
patrols on horseback, staffed the
horse camp at Heart Bar
campground before a concessionaire in place, and
served on the SGWA Board of Directors. She also
helped establish Camp Tulake as SGWA’s base camp.
In recent years she has been a familiar and friendly
face at the Barton Flats Visitor Center.

25 Years of Service
Ardis Beckner, who spent the
first decade of service to SGWA
doing overnight and trail
patrols. For the last 10 years she
has volunteered regularly at the
Mill Creek Work Center, issuing
wilderness permits and
providing information about the
wilderness and San Bernardino National Forest. Ask
her about the time she was stalked by a mountain
lion on the Forsee Creek Trail and how show doused
an illegal campfire using a can of soda.
Linda Roddick, who is a past
president of the SGWA Board of
Directors. She spent her early
years patrolling wilderness trails
and doing interpretive work.
She also has helped organize
the Banff Mountain Film
Festival and volunteer training.
In recent years she has done
some trail maintenance, and is a frequent volunteer
at the Barton Flats Visitor Center.

Larry Stiles, who began his
volunteer service doing trail
patrols and worked on numerous
trail crews. He also served on the
SGWA Board of Directors. Most
recently he has volunteered at
the Barton Flats Visitor Center,
where he has spent many hours
doing general maintenance and, this year, shoveling
countless wheelbarrows of sand to create paths for
visitors and volunteers

Chipmunks of the Year
These first-year volunteers
each donated more than 100
hours in the 2019 season:
Brian Braithwaite, who
participated in trail patrols,
trail work, and the Infra
project;
Curt Lindemer (top), who
helped hundreds of visitors at
the Mill Creek Visitor Center;
Tom McCurnin, who spent
numerous weekends assisting
visitors at the Big Falls
Recreation Area; and
Paul Valiukas (bottom), who
participated in numerous trail
projects.

A trail crew team tackles a downed tree on the John's
Meadow Trail. Photo by John Flippin

Protect, Serve, Educate
After years of drought, the winter of 2019
produced more rain and snow than we’ve
experienced in years. Despite challenges presented
by an unusually wet winter, SGWA volunteers
persisted and embraced our threefold mission:
Protect. Serve. Educate.

Campers in the Barton Flats area gathered in the
Greyback Amphitheater and the Barton Flats Visitor
Center to hear SGWA volunteers discuss everything
from what scat tells us about animals that live in the
forest to why bees make hexagonal honeycombs.
Ranger Talks are only one way SGWA volunteers
educate the public about forest. The popular
Saturday afternoon nature programs at the Barton
Flats Visitor Center drew curious visitors from babies
to grandparents.
Volunteers at the Big Falls Recreation Area helped
educate more than 25,000 visitors about how to
safely enjoy and protect the forest as well.
At the Barton Flats and Mill Creek visitor centers,
volunteers answered numerous questions about the
forest and the San Gorgonio Wilderness; issued
wilderness permits; and helped more than 15,000
visitors enjoy their mountain experience.

Hikers cross a large tree SGWA volunteers are working to
remove. Photo by David Bratt

Volunteers cleared and repaired more than 46,000
feet of trails. They also patrolled trails, monitoring
water availability in the back country and
dismantling illegal fire rings.
Others continued their work in an on-going
infrastructure project known as INFRA, which
surveys 25 miles of trail every year to identify trail
features such as the location and condition of water
bars, switchbacks and trail signs, fallen trees and
boulders blocking trails, as well as total lengths of
trails. Survey data sent to Washington, D.C., results
in the allocation of funds to support maintenance of
the trail system.

Campers attending a Ranger Talk wish Smokey Bear a
happy 75th birthday. Photo by Kristy Loufek

Visitors at the Forest Festival test their tree-cutting skills
using a cross-cut saw. More than 450 people attended the
annual event that aims to educate the public about the
forest and how to care for it. Photo by Domenic Wager

The annual Forest Festival in August drew more
than 450 people to the Barton Flats Visitor Center to
learn about the forest, the wilderness and SGWA
activities.
In cooperation with the Wildlands Conservancy
and Anaheim Rotary Club, nearly 100 at-risk children
and their chaperones participated in the Kids Festival
in Oak Glen, where naturalists engaged the children
in a variety of activities aimed at introducing them to
nature.
SGWA also presented the Banff Mountain Film
Festival World Tour over two days in March, which
was attended by more than 1,100 people.

President’s Corner
Bettye Miller
SGWA volunteers thrive on challenges, and there
were plenty in 2019. A flash flood on Valentine’s Day
deposited more than 2 feet of sand, rock and debris
at the Barton Flats Visitor Center, prompting the
unofficial renaming of the site Barton Flats Beach. A
small army of volunteers removed enough debris to
open the site in time for the busy Fourth of July
weekend.
Evidence of an unusually long and wet winter was
plentiful in the number of downed trees and eroded
trails, particularly in areas of the wilderness that
burned in the Lake Fire in 2015. Maintenance crews
displayed their skill and persistence all season long
as they tackled tricky trees blocking trails, hauled
tons of rock to shore up eroding tread, and removed
brush from overgrown trails.
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Protect
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Patrol volunteers were equally busy advising
hikers about water sources, trail conditions, and
principles of Leave No Trace. The INFRA team
continued critical measuring and recording of trails,
a service SGWA performs for the Forest Service that
is essential for wilderness management.
And interpretive site volunteers continued to
assist and educate the public at the Greyback
Amphitheater, the Mill Creek and Barton Flats visitor
centers, and Big Falls.
One of the things I treasure about SGWA is the
willingness of volunteers to step up when they see
something that needs to be done.
All of us have different skills and life experiences,
but we all share a love of wilderness and a passion
for protecting it, both in a very hands-on way and by
teaching future generations to love it, too.
Thank you all for your service. You’ve all
contributed to making this an awesome year.
See you next season!.

