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Fallen Trees, Damaged
Tread Keep Crews Busy
By Bettye Miller
Every season is a
busy one for SGWA
trail crews, and the
2021 season is
proving to be one of
the busiest yet.
Volunteers have
hit the trails nearly
every weekend this
summer – and
midweek as well – to
remove scores of
fallen trees, cut
Trail volunteers have been busy replacing trail signs,
brush, and repair
damage to trail tread. removing more than 200 trees, and repairing damaged
tread this summer. Photo by David Bratt
“Our priority is
removing obstacles and damage caused by them,” said David Bratt, an
SGWA trail boss. “At the beginning of the season a lot of trees were easy
to get off the trails. Now they’re bigger and we need rock bars or a
crosscut saw to remove them. A lot of them are higher up and harder to
get to.”
Trail crews have removed more than 200 trees so far this season, and
cleared and brushed 3,700 feet of tread, said Eileen Hay, SGWA trails
coordinator.
See Trail Crews on page 3

Forest Festival Fun and Fabulous
More than 300 visitors, 13 organizations (including SGWA), and three
dozen SGWA volunteers participated in Forest Festival 2021 on Saturday,
Aug. 21, at the Barton Flats Visitor Center – a great success.
Adults and children tested their skills on the crosscut saw – always a
fan favorite – and braved a litter ride up a tree, courtesy of the San
Gorgonio Search and Rescue Team.
See Forest Festival on page 4

Send Us Your Photos
We’ve started working on
SGWA’s 2021 yearbook and need
photos of your activities this
year. We also need head-andshoulders photos if you are a
new volunteer or you don’t like
the picture we’ve published in the past, preferably in
your uniform or work shirt. Please send all photos to
gorgoniogal@gmail.com by Wednesday, Sept. 8.

2021 Board of Directors
President: Bettye Miller
Vice President: Rex Philpot
Secretary: Dee McCoy
Treasurer: Rosy Nuñez
Directors: David Bratt, Chelsey Feierfeil,
Eileen Hay, Curt Lindemer, Roxanne Smith,
Bob Williams

Gifts to the San Gorgonio Wilderness Association help support our efforts to preserve the wilderness and the forest surrounding it. We are
thankful for these supporters whose generosity makes it possible for us to further our mission to serve, protect and educate. This list includes
lifetime members and individuals who have contributed to SGWA since December 2019. If you would like to make a gift in memory of a loved
one or to honor someone special please contact our office at (909) 382-2906, or visit our website at sgwa.org. Gifts may be mailed to: San
Gorgonio Wilderness Association, 34701 Mill Creek Rd., Mentone, CA 92359
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Trails volunteers tackle a tree blocking Aspen Grove Trail.
Photo by John Flippin

Trail Crews
Continued from page 1
“One of the projects that was challenging that
we’re proud of is when we had over 20 volunteers,
mostly new volunteers, work on the beginning of the
South Fork Trail in June,” Eileen said. “They helped
to recondition the trail, remove trees and other
obstacles, and make it safer for hikers and
equestrians. This trail has needed work since it
washed out over two years ago!”
The South Fork Trail is experiencing a particularly
large amount of treefall as pines killed in the Lake
Fire of 2015 topple onto the trail, David said. The
June project served as a training session for 17 new
volunteers and generated “excitement I haven’t
seen before” among the newcomers, he said. “There
was a lot of motivation to come back.”
That training session, which was led by Eileen and
John Flippin, was so successful that it will become an
annual event, Eileen said. Trail bosses who helped
run the program were Bob Williams, David Bratt and
Shawn Sisler.
“We went over the JHAs (Job Hazard Analysis),
the Trail Maintenance Handbook, use of the tools we
use on the projects, and procedures for planning
trail maintenance projects,” Eileen explained.
After lunch, trail bosses divided volunteers into
groups and took them to a designated tree to
evaluate the complexity of each tree, plan how to
make the cut(s) and cut the tree with the crosscut
saw, she said. Each person got to participate and
learn how to use a crosscut saw.
“It was great training and helped new volunteers
become familiar with the trail bosses and the trail

maintenance program, and also to get to know each
other,” Eileen added. “Everyone thought it was really
successful and helped the new volunteers feel
comfortable signing up for projects and feel a part of
the SGWA.”
David has led 90 percent of the trail crews, along
with Eileen, Shawn, Bob Lum, and Alfredo Zarate.
That number of trail bosses makes it possible to field
trail crews with greater frequency, Eileen said.
Trail crews began the 2021 season in October on
Middle Fork Trail in the Cucamonga Wilderness and
“made big improvements there,” said David, who
began volunteering on trail crews in 2017 and has
been a trail boss for three years.
“Our main challenge now is organizing crews and
projects on the calendar and hope the weather is
compliant,” he said. “We have gotten bumped a few
times because it was too hot, too snowy, or raining.”
David said that a wilderness ranger academy he
attended a few years ago focused on trail work and
“opened my eyes to wilderness in general. … The
better the trails are the less hikers will be focusing
on the trail and the more they will be able to see and
experience the wilderness.”
Trail crews typically enjoy a camaraderie based
on a shared satisfaction that their efforts make a
difference.
“We can look back at what we’ve done and say,
‘This looks better, you can walk it more easily,’”
David said. “Hikers always give you feedback when
they’re coming back down and you’ve improved the
trail.”

A big THANK YOU to volunteers who spent three weekends
leveling and removing tons of sand and rock from the
Barton Flats Visitor Center in time for the Forest Festival.
Thank you, Bob Williams, David Bratt, Jim Hill, Bob Stokke,
Bob Lum, Val Silva, John Flippin, Charles Churchill, Rex
Brown, Janelle Zarate, and Alfredo Zarate, bobcat operator
extraordinaire. Photo by Bettye Miller

Director’s Desk
Val Silva
SGWA volunteers have been working hard to clear
trails and provide service to forest visitors. Greyback
Amphitheater programs have been well-received
during the summer – record numbers of participants
for programs from “Bears, Bears, Bears” to “Hiking
the JMT.” Trail Crews have cleared over 200 trees
from the trail, and repaired thousands of feet of trail
tread.
After being shut down for a year it’s been exciting
to get back to work. We were surprised to have so
many great new volunteers this year. They have
exhibited lots of enthusiasm and worked on trail
projects, trail patrols, interpretive sites (Barton Flats,
Mill Creek and Big Falls) and, of course, our great
Forest Festival. SGWA is really lucky to have so
many willing to help out.
The El Dorado fire last year shut the wilderness
down until March. Wilderness users were anxious to
return to hiking, and a new permit system made it
easier for wilderness users to obtain permits – they
can even get them when they get to the trailhead if
they have cell service.
Another great summer is almost over, looking
forward to the winter season and hopefully SNOW.

Online Permits Include
Cucamonga Wilderness
SGWA’s online permit system now issues permits
for the Cucmonga Wilderness in addition to the San
Gorgonio Wilderness. Check it out at
https://sgwa.org/wilderness-permits/
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Gina Griffith, who manages the Heritage Stewardship
Program for the San Bernardino National Forest, discusses
archaeological discoveries with visitors at the Forest
Festival. Photo by Domenic Wager

Forest Festival, continued from page 1
The Big Bear Alpine Zoo’s one-winged Great
Horned Owl captured visitors’ attention, as did the
opportunity to pan for gold with Inland Empire
Prospectors and Miners. Pine-cone spiders and
water-cycle bracelets were popular with children at
SGWA’s nature-crafts station.
Other activities and exhibitors this year included:
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Pacific
Crest Trail Association, Big Bear Group of the Sierra
Club, Inland Empire Resource Conservation District,
USFS Fisheries Volunteer Corps, OHV-Southern
California Mountains Foundation, San Bernardino
County Fire-Angelus Oaks station, USFS Heritage
Program, The Wildlands Conservancy, raccoon
nature talks by SGWA volunteer Amada Tromblay,
and nature walks led by SGWA volunteer Chelsey
Feierfeil.
Music by SGWA volunteers Lorien and Ali Sanders,
George Crusoe, and Rex Philpot and his daughter,
Kari Quevedo, provided a delightful backdrop to the
day’s festivities and even prompted Smokey Bear
(aka Curt Lindemer) to test his dancing feet.
Those who stayed afterward enjoyed hamburgers
and hot dogs barbecued by SGWA’s own chef, Jim
Sirick, and a meal coordinated by Rosy Nuñez, who
also organized SGWA’s festival snack stand.
Planning and coordinating activities at the festival
were: Curt Lindemer and Bettye Miller, co-chairs;
Rosy Nuñez, snack stand and barbecue; Rex Philpot,
music; Janelle Zarate, nature crafts; and Eileen Hay,
crosscut saw. Thank you to the many volunteers who
did everything from making coffee and directing
parking to staffing the Visitor Center and helping to
set up and tear down booths. The festival was a
success because of all of you.

Volunteer Profile
Domenic Wager
By Bettye Miller
More than once Domenic Wager has been asked
to dispatch a rattlesnake that unnerved picnickers at
Big Falls Recreation Area. Not once has he done so.
“They want us to kill the snakes. Some of them
throw rocks at birds. I’ve seen people beating
wildflowers with their hiking sticks,” says Domenic,
who began volunteering with SGWA in 2007. “I
explain to the visitors that we don’t need to kill
everything. If we kill everything no one will ever see
these animals again. Educating the public is the most
important thing we do out there, whether it’s on the
trail, or at Barton Flats, Mill Creek or the Falls.”
Domenic, a law clerk in San Bernardino, grew up
hiking in the San Bernardino Mountains and San
Gorgonio Wilderness.
“My first day working for SGWA I was stationed at
Horse Meadows. I helped a Boy Scout troop that had
gotten lost (Domenic is an Eagle Scout), the scout
leaders used my cell phone to call the people who
were picking them up because they were late getting
to their rendezvous point. As I was leaving Horse
Meadows I looked off to the side and saw a bobcat
sitting on a log. I grabbed my camera and started
taking pictures. I was excited. I had only seen one

Trails volunteers David Bratt and John Flippin surveyed the
John's Meadow Trail this month. Fire damage is extensive,
but not everywhere, they report. The trail has washed out
in some areas, making it all but impassable in places.
Photo by David Bratt

other bobcat in the wilderness and that was years
earlier.”
Domenic has served on the SGWA Board of
Directors and has tackled a variety of activities, such
as trail patrols, trail maintenance, interpretive work
at the Falls and Barton Flats Visitor Center, and more
recently, surveying archaeological sites with the
Forest Service Heritage Stewardship Program. The
latter has inspired him to take college to take
courses in subjects ranging from biological
anthropology, art and visual culture, and geospatial
technology.
Although his high school dream was to be a forest
ranger, he began a career in the legal profession. His
love of mountains never waned, however, and he
shared that with his wife and three children. His
oldest daughter, Cierra, was an SGWA volunteer for
a few years before moving out-of-state.
His favorite wilderness hike – before the El
Dorado Fire swept through last fall – is John’s
Meadow, which he describes as a “a pretty cool
place because it is full of flowers.”
“You don’t have the foot traffic like you do with
Vivian Creek, South Fork or Momyer,” he says. “You
just don’t have the crowds. It was really beautiful.”
Still, Domenic enjoys spending weekends at the
Falls, where he patiently answers unusual questions
(i.e. Is the water to Big Falls turned on or off today?)
and educates people about staying safe in bear
country (Don’t take selfies with bears or
rattlesnakes.).
“I’ve enjoyed my time with SGWA. Our biggest
contribution is meeting the public,” he says. “So
many visitors don’t know the rules and regulations
or how to do things in the wilderness. Educating the
public about how to act is important for the forest
and their safety.”

President’s Corner
Bettye Miller
Fall approaches and it’s hard to believe that
another summer on the mountain is nearly over. At
least this year was more normal than we’ve
experienced in recent years.
Covid protocols required a few changes in how we
carried out our activities this year, but overall, we
did everything we’ve done in the past – patrolled
and maintained trails, and resumed staffing the Mill
Creek and Barton Flats visitor centers, as well as the
Big Falls Recreation Area.

SGWA
San Gorgonio Wilderness
Association
34701 Mill Creek Road
Mentone, CA 92359
P: (909) 382-2906
F: (909) 794-1125
E: sgwa@earthlink.net
Website: www.sgwa.org

Serve
Protect
Educate

Ranger Talks are back at the Greyback.
Amphitheater, to consistently large audiences. And
the Forest Festival drew approximately 300 visitors.
The barbecue afterward for volunteers and
exhibitors was a great time to socialize, something
we’ve all missed.
So many volunteers stepped up to make things
happen this season, sometimes with little notice as
covid safety protocols changed rapidly.
SGWA volunteers continue to be resilient,
resourceful, and dedicated. We also like to have fun.
The camaraderie we enjoy makes it easy to live up to
our motto: Protect. Serve. Educate.
Thank you all for a successful season. I am looking
forward to seeing you at our awards program on
Oct. 9.

